06/ 04/ 2001

Langkawi - intriguing heritage of nyths, |egends

LANGKAW needs no i ntroduction. The island is blessed with an intriguing
heritage of fabul ous nyths and | egends of ogres and gi gantic birds,
warriors and fairy princesses, battles and ronmance.

Legend says Langkawi, the nmain island in a group of 104 off the
nort hernnost tip of Peninsul ar Mal aysi a, had been a "cursed" island for a
very long tine.

For seven generations, the island was cursed of its prosperity by its
prettiest mai den, Mahsuri, who was sentenced to death for allegedly
comm tting adultery.

Seven generati ons have now | apsed and t he curse has been broken - the
i sl and has since becone Mal aysia's | atest tourist paradi se.

Admittedly, Langkawi is not only a tropical paradise of the purest white
sands, clear tropical waters, island sunsets and sun-filled days, but
steeped in history and full of | egends of wonged nai dens and | ovel orn
princes-all of which have I eft their mark for posterity.

The centre of Langkawi is actually the heart of the | egends of the
i sl and. Makam Mahsuri (The Tomb of Mahsuri), located in a small village
12km from Kuah, was erected at a spot where she had di ed.

O her attractions include Beras Terbakar (Field of Burnt Rice) where
after Mahsuri's death and due to the Sianese invasion, villagers were
forced to burn their rice crop and a granary; Telaga Air Hangat (hot
springs) where |l egend has it that the hot spring was created when a jug of
hot water was smashed to the ground during a bitter quarrel between the
island's two |l eading fam lies over arejected offer of marri age and Tel aga
Tuj uh (a freshwat er streamwhi ch cascades sone 90mdown t hr ough seven
wel |'s).

I n the nei ghbouring islands is Tasi k Dayang Bunting (Lake of the
Pregnant Mai den). This freshwater |lake is nmostly frequent by childl ess
coupl es. According to alocal tale, a couple who had renmai ned chil dl ess
for 19 years, drank the water fromthe | ake and subsequently gave birth to
a baby girl.

Sout h of Langkawi is the Pulau Payar Marine Park which of fers unhi ndered
views of soft coral gardens.

Anong t he enchanting dive spots is the "Coral Garden", an area covered
with bright, multi-hued soft corals. There are several sandy beaches on
Pul au Payar island for picnics as well as hiking trails for those who w sh
to explore the island. Just off the beach, one can indulge in the
thrilling experience of feeding baby sharks.

Sonme 10kmfromKuah is Gal eri a Perdana, which houses an i npressive
col l ection of over 2,500 state gifts and awards presented to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Al'i. The exhibits include fine crystal ware and gifts
fashi oned out of wood, |eather, silver, copper, pewer, ceram cs and
gl ass. There are al so nusical instrunents, Islamc art and craft, textiles
and weapons.

A part of the display includes various prototype cars and 4-wheel drive
vehi cl es. The Gal eri a Perdana conpri ses two doubl e-store buil di ngs set
within a beautifully | andscaped garden.

For agro tourismlovers, they should not miss Laman Padi Langkaw .
Located at Pantai Cenang, it showcases the history, heritage and
devel opnent of the nation's rice growi ng industry. Anong the attractions



is arice nuseumdisplaying artifacts, charts and phot ographs show ng t he
significance of padi cultivationto the country. Visitors have the
opportunity to enjoy a bird' s eye viewof the fields froma roof-top

gar den.

The nost prom nent landmark for visitors arriving by sea is Dataran Lang
(Eagl e Square). The main attraction of the square is the magnificent
statue of the reddi sh brown eagl e majestically poised for flight.
According to | ocal fol klore, Langkawi derived its nane fromthe eagl e or
"hel ang".

The island is al so not short of shopping facilities and lend itself to
conferences and nmeeti ngs away fromthe hustl e and bustl e of the major
cities.

Al these conbined will give a distinctive image for Langkaw .

( END)



	Langkawi - intriguing heritage of myths, legends (NST 06/04/2001)

