11/ 08/ 2001
Laos gets Sea Ganes invite from Rakan Muda offi ci al

Patrick Sennyah in Vientiane, Laos

RAKAN Muda director Suroya Sel amat yesterday presented an invitation to
the President of the Laos Sports Comm ttee Dr Phout hong Seng Ak-Hom f or
hi mand the people of his country to attend the Sea Ganes in Kual a Lunmpur
i n Septemnber.

The handi ng-over cerenony was the highlight of the Asean Voyage of
Friendship which is to ensure that each Asean country gets a persona
invitation scroll on their soil fromthe Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk
H shammuddi n Hussei n

Yest erday, the two Rakan Miuda experinental aircraft - Zodi ac 9M ERA and
O9M ERM - along with the support entourage on board a Royal Ml aysian Air
Force CN235, touched down at the Wattay |International Airport here.

The Zodi acs were piloted by senior pilots and assi sted by Rakan Mida
vol unt eer s.

The senior pilots who took turns piloting the Zodiacs say this |eg of
the voyage, which is the northern route, was the toughest. This was
because of the high terrain and poor weather conditions.

The two Zodi acs had safely conpl eted the southern | eg consisting
Jakarta, Indonesia and Singapore earlier.

Phout hong in his speech said he was deeply honoured with the personal
invitation from H shanmuddi n t hrough Suroya
He described the gesture as heart warmng and said it was a step in
further strengthening ties between the two countries.

Al so present was Ml aysi an Anbassador Tai Kat Meng.

The Asean Voyage of Friendship was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on July 14 as part of the Rakan Miuda Avi ation
Devel opnent Programe.

Bef ore Laos, the entourage had visited Myanmar and will proceed to
Vi et nam Canbodi a and then to Thail and.

They willreturn to Mal aysia on Aug 23.

The Zodi acs, assenbl ed by Rakan Miuda vol unteers, are powered by a 100-
hor sepower (ERA) and 80- horsepower (ERM engi ne respectively.

Mai nt enance engi neers Supli Mat and Ahrmad Dol | ah say the Zodi acs had
been performng well despite being pushed to the limt.

Since the start of the Asean Voyage, the aircraft only needed m nor
mai nt enance work after every 25 hours of flying.
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