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Lawrakers risk creating a "~vul gar house

Ram an Sai d

ITis worrying to see how easily some | awrakers | ose their tenper, as was
the case on Wednesday when Bari san Nasi onal Ki nabatangan MP Dat uk Bung
Mokt ar Radin hurled a four-letter word twi ce across the floor during a
heat ed argunent with the Opposition.

Bung Moktar and several backbenchers were unhappy wi th Chong Eng ( DAP-
Bukit Mertajanm) who touched on the concept of an Islanic state.

Many of those in the House did not hear the profanity because the
situation then resenbled that of a market, with a nunber of MPs trying
very hard to burst their lungs by shouting and trading insults with each
ot her.

But disbelief could be seen on the faces of those who heard it,
apparently not expecting such | anguage from MPs, the people el ected by the
rakyat to give voice to their aspirations and chanpion their interests.

Sonme say this is the first time such a word has been uttered in the
House by an MP, and if the trend is | eft unchecked, the Dewan Rakyat mni ght
one day turn into a boxing ring.

Such a scenario is not far-fetched. Last year, a backbencher and an
Opposition MP chal |l enged each other to a fist-fight when a debate got out
of hand.

Ver bal cl ashes between BN MPs and the Opposition are beconi ng regul ar
events in the current Parlianent (sone attributed this to the higher
nunber of Opposition MPs, who have doubled from20 to 45).

But one does not have to raise his voice to convey a nessage as
denmonstrated by some MPs such as Dat uk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah (BN Tanmbun)
and Husam Musa (Pas- Kubang Keri an).

Wednesday' s i ncident has tarnished the i mage of the august House. MPs
wi Il have thenselves to blane if the public perceives themas a rowdy and
undi sci plined | ot, having no qual ns about trading insults and profanities.

Bei ng seasoned politicians - sone of themelected for several terns -
one woul d expect themto be the | ast people to |l ose control of their
enot i ons.

Politicians are supposed to be "hardened" people. They are used to
listening to and nmaking fiery speeches, being accused of w ongdoi ng or
sl andered by their opponents. They are al so not expected to be easily
provoked or intim dated.

Hence, there is no excuse for Wdnesday's behavi our, in which Bung
Mokt ar cl ai med he was provoked by an Opposition MP who showed hi man
obscene gesture.

Provocation or not, resorting to obscene | anguage to vent one's anger is
unj ustifiabl e.

Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka), who feel s Bung Moktar has brought
di srepute to the House and tarnished the image of fellow MPs, offers his
Vi ews.

"Errant MPs will escape scot-free if provocation is accepted as a
defence. The next tine someone m sbehaves, he can say he was provoked ..
this is absurd."

MPs are elected to the Dewan Rakyat to formul ate and pass the country's
laws, not to trade insults with each other. Decorum nust be observed at
all tines. Any debate in the House should be conducted in an orderly
manner .

It is expected that MPs fromboth sides will disagree on nany issues,



but this does not give anyone the licence to be rude or vul gar.

Even the mi | d- mannered Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shamsuddi n
bl ew his top on Thursday when Pas MP for Kual a Terengganu Dr Syed Azman
Syed Ahmad Nawawi accused hi m of being the "king-nmaker" when it canme to
awar di ng contracts for school projects.

Apparently unable to control his anger, he ticked off Syed Azman for
bei ng kurang ajar (ill-bred), before calling the Pas MP bangsat (scum

The remark did not go down well with the Qpposition bench, especially
Mohamad Sabu (Pas- Kual a Kedah) who instantly junped fromhis seat to
protest. The situation was brought under control when Deputy Speaker Dat uk
Muhamrad Abdul | ah told Aziz to retract his remark, saying it was not an
appropriate word to be used in the House.

The Deputy Mnister did as he was told but defended his action, saying
he coul d not tol erate peopl e naki ng unfounded al | egati ons.

Speaker Tun Mhanmed Zahir Isnail said he was saddened that an MP had
uttered the four-letter word.

He said there was no question that Bung Moktar would have to retract his
remark and apol ogi se to the House, which he did on Thursday after being
directed by the Chair, albeit reluctantly.

However, no renorse was shown and he did not say he regretted his
action, which was even nore regrettable.

And in the process of making the apol ogy, he triggered another row which
forced Mohaned Zahir to adjourn proceedings for 10 m nutes as enotions
wer e runni ng hi gh.

Bung Moktar, who was hol ding the fl oor debating the Suppl enentary Supply
Bill 2001, clainmed he had apol ogi sed during the norning session but this
was di sputed by the Opposition, which said he only nade a retracti on.

The di sagreenent soon degenerated into a shouting match with words |ike
sanmseng (thugs), biadap (ill-mannered) and di am (shut up) flying | oose
bet ween bot h si des.

Mohamed Zahir acted speedily by adjourning the House. Wen it resuned
|ater with Deputy Speaker Datuk LimSi Cheng in the chair, order was
restored with Bung Moktar continuing where he |eft of.

The Ki nabat angan MP and several backbenchers found a common t heme when
debating the Bill. They called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to sack Mnisters and other nenbers of the Government and ci vi
servants who failed to perform

They felt non-performng MPs shoul d al so be given the boot. Perhaps the
list should al so include rowdy | awrakers.

Commoti on aside, the House approved the Supply Bill which sought an
additional RML.5 billion for six mnistries and agenci es.

On Friday, the Budget 2002 was tabled by Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Fi nance M ni ster.
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