04/ 09/ 2001
Layi ng the groundwork for solution to issues

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and

Si ngapore Seni or M nister Lee Kuan Yew are expected to | ay the groundwork
in solving the contentious issues between the two countries during their
meet i ng tonorrow.

Once the broad principle is agreed upon by both | eaders, follow up
di scussi ons woul d be taken up by officials |ater, Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

He sai d Mal aysi a and Si ngapore strove for a satisfactory concl usion and
it was hoped Lee's four-day visit would provide the push in finding the
sol uti on.

No agenda had been fixed for tonorrow s neeting, but Syed Hanid said
both | eaders were free to bring up any matter they deened inportant,

i ncludi ng the contentious issues.

However, the mnister said Mal aysia realised the problens could not be
resol ved just over one visit.

"But at least it gives the | eaders a chance to review all outstanding
matters. | think that is good," he said after hosting a luncheon for Lee
and his entourage at Shangri-La Hotel.

On how optimstic he was that both | eaders would conme to an agreenent,
Syed Ham d replied: "I have al ways been an optimst."

The issues are on the sale of water to Singapore; disagreenent over the
Poi nts of Agreenment for the devel opnent of railway | and owned by Ker et api
Tanah Mel ayu Berhad; the status of the Custonms, |nmigration and Qurantine
facilities at Tanjong Pagar; the use of Mal aysi an airspace by the
Si ngapore Air Force; and Singapore Central Provident Fund withdrawal s by
peni nsul ar Mal aysi ans who had worked in the republic.

On the possibility of an agreenent being reached at tonorrow s neeting,
Syed Hami d said: "W always hope for an i mredi ate end because we don't
think these issues should remain outstanding. But it needs a | ot of
goodwi I I and under standi ng fromboth sides."

Syed Hami d said sone progress had been made since Lee's visit |ast year

"They are now di scussing nore specific things, |ooking at areas they
could agree on. Before, we just wanted the broad termof the package to be
agreed upon.

"Now it is on what can be done to find the solutions (to issues) like
the KTMB, pricing of water, in what formit should be, fromwhich rivers
it should conme from etc."

Earlier, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak, who had a 45-

m nute neeting with Lee, said the Senior Mnister expressed hope his visit
woul d hel p expedite the search for a solution to the problens.

Naji b said he and Lee shared the view that nore neetings and visits by
| eaders of both countries should be held to foster better ties.

"Leaders at all levels should spend nore tine together where i ssues and
probl ens can be di scussed. "

He sai d Ml aysi a- Si ngapore ties were on very strong fundanental footing,
but admitted there were areas where t hey conpeted agai nst each other,

i ncl udi ng the econony.

Naji b said that Singapore shared Mal aysia's concern over activities of
mlitant and extreni st groups bent on toppling the Governnent through
vi ol ence.

He said the republic was concerned over the effects of mlitancy as the



city state would also be affected if its neighbours were in trouble.

"I briefed himon the threats posed by mlitant groups in Ml aysia and
measures that we have taken. W are doing our best to check the probl em

we are on top of it."

He said neasures to conbat mlitancy had to be carried out continuously,
addi ng that no one should take for granted the threats it posed. This is
because such activities could crop up again | ater.

Najib said Lee viewed the issue of Islamic mlitancy as a worl dw de
phenomenon, alluding to what had happened in the M ddl e East, Afghanistan
and Kashmir.

"He felt there is a growing trend towards a nore radical and mlitant
way in propogating Islam At the same tine, he praised Mal aysia' s noderate
and tolerant position on Islam”
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