01/ 08/ 2001
Lead way i n pronoting use of Islanic dinar, Ml aysia urged

Dzul karnain Taib

MALAYSI A has been urged to | ead the way in the w despread pronotion of the
I slam ¢ di nar anong Muslins and econom es of Muslimcountries in the

wor | d.

Maki ng the call, Umar | brahimVadillo, head of the Miurabitun Wrld Wde
Movenent, said Malaysiais in the best position to spearhead the effort
since the country i s seen as an out spoken | eader on i nternational issues
in the Muslimworld.

Umar said Malaysia's strength lies inits strong opposition to the
actions of currency specul ators that were believed to be instrunental in
t he catastrophic Asian financial crisis four years ago.

"We see how the currency val ue of the Indonesian rupiah and the
Mal aysi an ringgit were deval ued during the Asian financial crisis and this
just proves the vulneral ability of the paper currency system

"The | sl am ¢ di nar systemwhi ch once dom nated the world econonmy inits
popul ar use is the only way to fight the hegenony of the capitalist
system " Umar said to reporters after a courtesy call on Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at his office.

The Murabitun Wrld Wde Mwvenent founded by Shaykh Abdal gadir As- Sufi
ains to share the aspiration of establishing Islamin Europe and to back
the Islamic way of life in Muslimcountries.

After explaining the concept of the Islam ¢ di nar as the currency of the
Musl i s, Umar said Dr Mahat hir has expressed delight of the i dea and has
called for a senminar to be organi sed on the issue.

"The Prime M nister has suggested a seninar to di scuss on the i dea of
the Islanic dinar and howit can be made a world currency.

"We believe that the Islamic dinar is the only force strong enough to
chal I enge the hegermony of the US dollar,” Umar said.

Asked on the use of the Islamc dinar Urar said the only way was t hrough
pronoting its use anong the people since it would be difficult to
implement it via the current nonetary system

"The purpose is to increase the functionality of the coins. Its use
woul d not depend on the political process but on the spontaneous use anong
t he peopl e.

"A piece of goldis of value fromday one and we can create a tradi ng
bloc with gold as its basis,” Umar expl ai ned.

He said the advantage of using gold as a mediumof currency is that its
price is constant and stable, and it is a nmechandi se which is not
inflation-sensitive.

Hi storically, the Islanmic dinar sawits first econom c use during the
time of the second caliph, Urar al-Khattab.

"The Islamic dinar is part of the Islam c culture for the past 1, 000
years. For Muslins it is the question of historical inportance torestore
the use of the Islanmic dinar," Urar said.

An Islanmic dinar is 4.25gmof gold and a dirhamis 3gmof sterling
silver -known as the standard of Umar al -Khattab.

Shaykh Abdal qadir, 71, which |l ead the group in the neeting with Dr
Mahat hir said he saw great Musliml eadership qualities in the Prine
M nister and adnmired his resilience and courage in taking on the
capitalist entities of the world such as the I nternational Mnetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank.

"I amnoved to neet a | eader who coincidently is the only Islamc | eader



who has taken on the forces of kuffar (anti-Islanmic forces) of the I M and
Wrl d Bank and t he paper noney system

"I speak frommy heart that you don't really realise what you have in Dr
Mahat hi r .

"Dr Mahathir sawthe evil designs of the capitalists which aimnot to
bring benefit to the people but to enslave them

"He sawtheir tricks and faced thembravely,"” Shaykh Abdal gadi r sai d.

Born as lan Dallas in Ayr, Scotland, Shaykh enbraced Islamin the early
Si xties.

He has witten several books on | sl amanong whi ch are "The Books of
Strangers”, "The Way of Muhammad”, "Qurani c Tawhi d", "Indi cations from
Signs", "Jihad - A G ound Plan and A Letter to an African Mislini.

Shaykh and his entourage will be visiting Penang where he i s schedul ed
to give a public lecture at Universiti Sains Mal aysia on August 7.
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