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LEADERS TO VA CE OQUT FREELY I N APEC, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LANGAT, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that the com ng Asia-Pacific Econonmi c Cooperation (APEC) in
Shanghai will enable | eaders to nmeet and hopefully allow themto voice out
their opinions freely on current world issues.

"I'f we have only one voice that is allowed to be heard, it will not be
a di al ogue and we are not able to identify problens and their causes,” he
told reporters after opening the Paya |Indah Wetl ands in Dengkil, near here,
t oday.

In APEC, he said, |eaders can discuss openly on the causes and ways to
overconme and curb terrorism "W have no other intentions. W want to get
rid of terrorismbut it nmust be done in a way that is effective.”

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia itself had experience of fighting terrorists
for nmore than 42 years, which resulted not only the death of its citizens
but al so sol diers.

However, the country's success in fighting terrorists was not only
because of the arny, but also in being able to identify the causes of why
they (terrorists) had rebell ed and addressed them

In this context, the prine mnister said that there is a need to
identify the causes as to why people would resort to extraordi nary acts
such as killing thenselves and committing gruesone attacks |ike the recent
attack on the Wrld Trade Centre (WC) in New York

Dr Mahathir said that one of the causes could be the unsettling
Pal estinian issue as well as the sufferings and death faced by the people
of Chechnya and Iraq.

Al these issues nmust be given due attention and be addressed, in order
to lessen terrorism the prime mnister said, adding that there should al so
be a clear definition of when a person is defined as a terrorist and when
he is not.

There is also a way to terrorise such as fighting off soldiers but by
expl odi ng oneself in a supermarket where there are no soldiers and instead
causi ng i nnocent people to be killed, then that is terrorism he stressed.

One too cannot call those struggling for their countries as terrorists
but if they use ways of killing innocents, then they are terrorists, he
added.

On the Paya I ndah Wetlands, Dr Mahathir said that it was a national
gift fromthe central governnment through the Sel angor state governnent as
wel | as others who had contri but ed.

Sprawl i ng over 3,000 hectares, the wetlands offers a stunning array of
ecosystens fromrehabilitated tin mning |and to degraded peat swanp
forest.

Besi des being a bird-watcher's paradise, other exotic wildlife includes
estuarine crocodi |l es, Botswana hi ppopotanus, I|ndian swanp deer, Chinese
cranes and other flora and fauna.

Open on weekdays, except Mnday, the entrance rates are RVb for adults
and RMB for children and for weekends, it will be RW and RWA respectively.
On the preservation of the environment, Dr Mahathir said there are
ti mes when devel opers do not heed calls of not cutting down hills when it

is possible to devel op without destroying the environment.

There is no need to flatten the hills as they are thensel ves a beauty
of the environnent and sone devel opnent projects which do preserve their
nat ural surroundi ngs had benefitted fromthem he said.



VWi | e urgi ng devel opers and architects to be nore concern about the
envi ronnent when drawi ng their plans, he said environmentalists should al so
not to be too fanatical as there should be a bal ance between preserving the
envi ronnent and devel opnment. -- BERNANA
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