08/ 07/ 2001

Leaders stress on unity, changes

FOR Bari san Nasi onal conponent party |eaders, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s keynote address is a tinely rem nder to continue with activities
whi ch benefit the conmunity.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi said BN was the
only party that synbolised the "true sense of unity".

He said BN as the governnent of the day nust continue to carry out
devel oprment efforts as a responsibility towards the people and the nation

"Devel opnent cannot be stopped because of certain quarters who are
ungrateful to the BN-1ed government for the devel opnments so far.

"I believe the najority of the rakyat who truly understand and want to
enjoy the nation's devel opnent will appreciate them"

Abdul | ah, who is also Deputy Prine Mnister, said only the BN
represented true unity with cl ose co-operation anong the 13 conponent
parties.

He al so believed that the people's confidence towards BN woul d i ncrease
in years to cone.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the BN | eadershi p needed
to identify the changes taking place in the community and adapt to remain
rel evant.

"BN now is not like BN 10 years ago or the Alliance 50 years ago. W
need to keep up with the changes,"” said Dr Ling, who is also Transport
M ni ster.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said it was inportant for BN
conmponent parties to be united in facing chall enges posed by opposition
parties.

"W in MCwll play our part to further strengthen the coalition and
gai n the peopl e's support.

"It has been proven that BN is the only coalition that coul d safeguard
the interests of the people.”

M C secretary-general S. Sothinathan said the BN conponent parties
shoul d act in the sanme spirit and maintain close "brotherhood ties".

"W have many chall enges to face at present and these could only be
overcone if we work together as a single entity."

Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said it was inmportant for
BN party | eaders to recogni se the changes anong the younger Mal aysi ans.

"BN party | eaders should play their role in educating the younger
generation and convincing themof our struggle.”

Anot her Umo vice-president, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, said he agreed
with Dr Mahathir that the Opposition was fanning racial sentinents.

"The Memali and Sauk arns heists are anong the exanples," said Najib,
who i s Defence M nister.

MCA vi ce-presi dent Datuk Chua Jui Meng said Dr Mahathir had laid out the
perspectives for the years ahead and it would be up to every conponent
party to create a sense of security anong their followers to arrive at a
stage where there was only one party for Ml aysi ans.

"The people want to have a party that truly represents the aspirations
of everyone and not the aspirations of particular groups."

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said BN s policies were
the proven way of |ife for Ml aysi ans whi ch were being threatened by the
unscrupul ous tactics of Pas.

He said as described by Dr Manathir, Pas was trying to confuse the



people with different policies for separate comuniti es.

"BN nust ensure that our way of life is defended. W must go back to the
basi cs by continuing to work hard and naki ng sacrifices to show we are
united."

Gerakan vice-president Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said BN nust work hard to
close the gap with the younger generati on.

"The BN | eadershi p nmust understand the aspirations and feelings of the
young people.™

The BN, he said, nust go back to basics of politics which was to serve
the people with enphasis on integrity, accountability and efficiency.

"We nust reaffirmthis coormitnment as only then can we nove forward
wi t hout | osing our future supporters,” he said.

M C vi ce-president Datuk S. Veerasingamsaid BN nust not only work as a
team but be seen as working as one.

He al so said nore efforts must be taken to consolidate unity in the
coalition as it would help counter the Opposition's propaganda.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein said Dr Mahathir's speech
showed t hat he had al ways been pragnmatic in his actions by saying that the
approach towards the younger generation should be based on their
aspirations.

"W have to fornul ate new i deas and approaches to attract the young to
appreciate BN s struggle and the devel opnent it has brought."

He said inline with the Prime Mnister's call to have cl oser co-
operation anmong the conponent parties, a working comrttee conprising
Yout h | eaders had been set up two nonths ago to di scuss sensitive issues
such as Mal ay rights and good corporate governance

"W sit down and discuss matters openly and come up with suggestions so
that we will be able to work together and understand each ot her better."

( END)
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