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Let us take up chall enges toget her

Prof Dr Tan Poo Chang
THE events followi ng the Nanyang takeover, for exanple, show that the
peopl e are no longer a group follow ng our |eaders w thout question.

| hope that the party | eadership can see this as a good devel opnent
since when we cl amour for higher education, we actually want the people to
begin to think and differentiate between issues.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his speech at the Umo
general assenbly, referred to the need to see the "bigger picture".

Most of the tinme, we spend tine and energy bickering over who shoul d get
nmore "linmelight"

We often forget the basic reasons why we began an effort in the first
pl ace.

The basic duty of the politicians is to serve the people and raise
i ssues that are of relevance and concern to the nation

They shoul d stop bei ng personal and see how they can agree to be
different in finding solutions to various issues.

It is necessary to work at solutions like mature adults for the good of
the people. W have to begin to work in a concerted manner to conserve
resources, instead of duplicating many efforts on the ground.

There is a need to take up the many chal |l enges and for diverse groups to
wor k together in a harnonious manner for the good of the nation.

It is only when as a nation we can see the vision of progress together
t hat everyone gai ns.

The denmand by one group that there is only one way to progress shows
immaturity and an unwillingness to conprom se. A good | eader knows that
di ffering opinions need not nean disloyalty or creating dissent and he/she
wi Il know how to negotiate the different groups into a path of agreement.

Rat her than finally having to resort to a "yes" or "no" situation,

i ssues can be resolved nore professionally at the onset. The few who dared
to disagree with the party | eadership on the Nanyang takeover shoul d be
congratul ated for daring to raise issues.

They, in fact, represent the voices of the silent mgjority who want
| eaders to take up issues. For too |long, elections have been based on
sentiments rather than effective | eadership. | would like to highlight
some i ssues and chal | enges confronting our nation and urge that we work
toget her, otherw se, Ml aysia as a nation may "di sappear”.

We have become a nation of greedy people; ask any youth and hi s/ her
answer will be to get rich quick, regardless of the consequences.

Sonehow, with both parents going out to work, and having | ess care and
support avail able, we have taught themto grow up quick and be rich and
i ndependent .

The basic joy and value for |living seens sonehow | ost. Qur boys are
doi ng poorly in schools and in universities/colleges. If we do not focus
on the issue now, we will soon have a nation of fermal es as many of the
mal es (as ny student tells ne) will be in drug rehabilitation centres or
injail.

Everyone seens to be passing the buck, fromparents to teachers to the
governnent and back. W all |ove our sons and nen and we need to do
sonet hi ng toget her to confront the issue.

There is a need to work at enforcenent and buil ding a support structure
that would allow famlies to function and children to grow up safely.

Worren need to go to work without feeling guilty that there is no one



overseeing their children. Children need | ove and to feel they are wanted
and needed.

My main suspicion is that many boys are playing truant and they spend
I ong hours in cybercafes. Cybercafes are good for the general public but
they need to be nonitored closely especially during school hours.

It is necessary that school children be given a certain limt in the
nunber of hours they can spend in such places. Patronising cybercafes has
becone addictive to a wi de nunber of school children, especially boys.

At hone, it is also necessary to nonitor children's access to the
Internet and the nunber of hours spent chatting usel essly.

Construction has enmerged all over and it is easy enough to find a
contractor for renovations and such like but difficult to find one
responsible to rectify faults. Repair and mai ntenance seemto be a thing
of the past because, in part, we have lost a lot of the basic skills, but
largely due to the fact that it is difficult to make fast bucks here.

Access to basic health services should be a basic right. The devel opnent
of health services shows that the rich will have nore right since they are
able to access the best in the private sector. Public hospitals are
crowded and, if we care to visit, mainly by ol der people who wait for |ong
hours to see the doctor.

It is not that the old are nore likely to fall sick but if you have no
ot her choice you would have to wait in Governnent hospitals. | amsure
none of us wants that to happen to us but if we do not urge for a nore
equi tabl e system of having access to the private health sector as well,
the situation will deteriorate further

Wth the agei ng of the population, nost of us will live for as | ong as
40 years in old age, if not nore, and health will be a nain issue of
concern.

Wth insurance conpani es now discrimninating against the old, access to
the private health sector will be difficult. Perhaps, the private health
sector can begin to assunme sone responsibility for care of ol der people by
provi di ng sone clinic sessions at noni nal rates.

The Government needs to consider seriously a health financing system
before the quality of Iife in old age sees further deterioration.

The quality of our environnment is another area that needs serious focus.
We have to start spending noney in sustainable efforts and not only begin
efforts when the noney is finished.

As in others, there is a need to tap avail abl e experti se and resources in
a concerted manner and through a smart partnership of governnent, private
and non- gover niment agenci es.

If our nation is to progress, |let us take up the chall enges together.
Accept that we are different and work together for a better and nore
progressive nation. In the next election, vote for the representative who
dares to raise issues, yet works hard with others for the people!
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