12/ 02/ 2001
Let good sense prevail, though | PF has cast the di e against nerger

Bal an Mbses

THE di e has been cast. By rejecting both the M C and the People's
Progressive Party as nerger partners, the Indian Progressive Front has
i ndi cated that nothing will change its chartered course of joining the
Bari san Nasi onal as a conponent party.

The deci sion by del egates to the | PF annual general assenbly yesterday
is a clear nessage that they are prepared to take their chances in going
it alone into the ruling coalition.

The fact that only one each of the 2,949 del egates voted to nerge the
party with the MC and the PPP respectively was telling of the disdain
wi t h whi ch del egat es consi dered the proposal s.

Besi des showi ng that a backdoor approach to entry into the BN was not
their idea of politics, it was also a stinging rebuke to the M C and the
PPP, both of which have been courting | PF menbers in their own way.

The witing had been on the wall even prior to the assenbly when the |PF
central working commttee decided to nanme the PPP as anot her option for a
nmer ger .

It is understood that there were strong calls at that neeting for an
outright rejection of the MC proposal for a nmerger with sone expressing
dismay that such an offer had even been made

Their outrage could be seen in yesterday's deci sion which was nade
wi t hout pronpting fromlIPF president Datuk M G Pandithan who chose to
remain silent on the matter, however puzzling that may be.

It was the del egates’ way of paying back M C president Datuk Seri S
Sany Vellu in his own currency, given the lukewarminvitation to Pandithan
and his supporters to rejoin the MC

What is also clear is that Pandithan's disconfort at being "offered” a
CWC seat in the event of his returning to the MC did not go unnoticed by
menbers who shared his ire at being "ridicul ed".

The sane could be said for PPP chief Datuk M Kayveas who had wanted | PF
menbers but not Pandit han.

It looks Iike the PPP will never again be a part of the political
equation involving the | PF.

The effect of the I PF decision does not stop there. It speaks vol unes of
Pandi t han's grip on nmenbers and their personal loyalty to him built over
nore than a decade of being away fromthe MC

It al so shows their estrangenment fromthe M C has seen themnature into
astute politicians in their own right, capable of making difficult
deci si ons.

That they have al so effectively cut ties with the MC and are
confortable on their own is also anply clear.

It is also an indication of the confidence that |PF nenbers have in the
party and their resolve in winning a place in the BN solely on nerit.

This has been the direction that Pandithan has been pointing to in the
past six years after his decision to support the BN followi ng a brief and
unfruitful alliance with the opposition Gagasan Rakyat .

The fornmer M C vice-president who was instrunental in ensuring a BN
victory in the Tel uk Kenmang by-el ecti on seens to have prepared a strong
case for adm ssion to the BN

The I PF effort in the Lunas by-election | ast year, despite the eventua
result which saw the seat falling to Keadilan, also gained it points in
its missionto join the BN



BN conponent parties, specifically the MC, have to seriously consider
the inportance of the | PF s 380,000 nenbers and 150, 000 supporters cone
el ection tine.

This is given the narrow margins with which the BN won in sone
constituencies the last time around.

Wiile it may have taken a ot to convince Sany Vellu to invite Pandithan
tojoin the MC, he nmust show that his invitation to the latter is
genui ne.

He has to take into consideration Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s recent statenent urgi ng Pandithan to seriously consider the
M C s nerger proposal.

Hal f - hearted and | ackl ustre nerger proposals will not see fruition
however hard anyone tries to nmake them succeed.

Pandi t han has indicated that he will be witing to Dr Mahathir, who is
al so BN chairman, to renew the | PF's six-year-old request to join the BN

It is obvious that Pandithan and the IPF will not be the losers if the
party is still kept out of the BN. What is clear is that the coalition
cannot afford to ignore Pandithan and his plaintive pleato joinits
ranks.

The M C holds the cards that will decide the IPF's fate. O d aninpbsities
and personality differences cannot figure in any decision on | PF seeking
to join the BN

Nobody shoul d accuse the M C of cutting its nose to spite its face in
the matter.

Good sense should prevail for the ultimte good of the ruling coalition
That Pandithan has rejected the opposition for good nust be given its due
i mportance when an eventual solution is worked out in the matter.
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