11/ 06/ 2001

Li kas BN candidate |ikely to be from SAPP

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sat. - The candidate for the Likas by-election will be
decided after a neeting with Barisan Nasional president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, but the person would likely be fromthe Sabah
Progressive Party.

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said the choice
of candidate for the by-election should not be a problem he told
reporters after closing the Young M ssionary Movenent convention today.

Asked if BN would retain the Likas seat, Abdullah said BN was confi dent
of winning the by-el ection.

The Li kas State seat fell vacant foll owi ng a decision by Election Court
j udge Datuk Muhammad Kam | Awang who set aside the Likas election results
saying that the 1998 electoral roll used in the election was illegal due
to the exi stence of non-citizens and phantom voters.

The Li kas seat was won by fornmer Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee in
the March 13, 1999 State el ection.

In Kuantan, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said Umo will
extend its full co-operation and support to Sabah Bari san Nasional to
ensure that the Likas State seat remains in the hands of the coalition.

"We will discuss the preparations with the Sabah Ummo |iaison committee
The Umo headquarters will also send its people there to nmake an
assessnent .

"W will also hold discussions with Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at,
who i s Sabah BN chairman, as Likas is not an Umo seat,"” he said after a
meet -t he- peopl e sessi on at Kanpung Kenpadang yest er day.

In Tererl| oh, Pahang Barisan Nasi onal chairman and Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Adnan Yaakob said the State BN woul d send a del egation to Sabah to
hel p prepare for the by-election.

I n Kota Kinabal u, Chong said Sabah Bari san Nasional will neet soon to
prepare for the by-election

Component | eaders woul d discuss the eligibility of Yong, who is Sabah
Progressive Party (SAPP) president, to re-contest the seat he has held
si nce 1985.

Speaking to reporters after a Harvest Festival gathering organised by
the Royal Sabah Turf d ub here, Chong said he nmet Yong yesterday.
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