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Like it or not, Sany Vellu will stays on

Abdul | ah Ahmad

INDI A, |ike Indonesia, was the hero of Western subject countries. India's
struggl es for i ndependence were keenly and synpat hetically fol | owed and
supported by col oni al peopl es including us.

In British Mal aya, a Mal ayan I ndi an Congress (M C) was founded on t he
nodel of the Indian Congress 55 years ago.

| have known three presidents of MC, Tun V.T. Sanbant han, one of our
foundi ng fathers, his successor, Tan Sri V. Mani ckavasagam and Dat uk Seri
Samy Vel lu, the Indian harbinger in the Governnent for the | ast 22 years.
Like it or not, he stays on.

The Mal aysi an | ndi ans have had only one | eader, the strong man since
then. The tine scal e anong Mal aysi an | ndi ans and t he Bum puteras i s not
dissimlar.

During the | ast two decades t he Mal aysi an | ndi ans and M C nenbers and
supporters in particul ar have covered a peri od of exceptional change, to
say the | east.

Under Samy Vel lu, the M C has energed stronger. |f the party has becomne
somewhat inperial, it is for the better. | admre Sany Vellu's ability to
| ead, steer and control his charge.

O course, as aresult, he cane to be bl aned for many things incl udi ng
t he sl ow devel opnent and t he conti nui ng al | eged poverty of Ml aysi an
I ndi ans. Poverty transcends race, creed and col our. Proportionally, there
are as many poor Bumi puteras and Chi nese whi ch, as events since Merdeka
have denonstrated, are al nost beyond the wit of man to cure.

Tun Razak lived sinply and died a poor man, relatively speaking, but it
was hi mwho i naugurated the affirmati ve acti on whi ch was enl arged and
vi gorously i npl ement ed by Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. The remar kabl e
progress achi eved after three decades was not only stym ed but suffered
di sast erously because of the Asian financial crisis and nowunder the
t hreat of being further inpoverished by the Areri can and Japanese Economi ¢
sl owdown. Still, we seemto be coping.

Sany Vel |l u has done his best for the Indians under the circunstances and
one needs only to renenber that progress and history are created in part
by individuals and events - well beyond the control of Dr Mahathir and
Sany Vel | u.

But many believe that the “Sany Vellu Era' in M C and i n governnent has
gi ven Mal aysi an I ndians a bettr deal, make themstronger and nore advanced
t han anytime before.

The I ndi an representation in governnment started i n 1952 when t he I ndi an
comunity refused t o acknowl edge Dat uk Sir O ough Thurai si ngham a Sri
Lankan Tamil, as their spokesman in the Tenple "Cabinet". General Sir
Geral d Tenpl er then reshuffled the "Cabi net" and brought ina V.M Menon
as a Menber for Posts and Tel egraphs.

The Al liance Party (now BN) began with only the UWNO and MCA. The M C
joined the Alliance Party just before the only general election ever held
inBritish Malaya in July 1955.

The I ndi ans nust not nmake this fatal political nistake: there is no
substitute for an Indian party withinthe ruling coalition. There are not
much non-governmental organi sations (NGO, many of which are run |ike
private conpanies, can do to represent them In any case if they are NGOs,
their business is not to be spokesnen for Indians rather for all
Mal aysi ans. The Governnent will never accept themas representatives of



I ndi ans even if they are |ndian-based and | ed.

They can articul ate and shout but it will be the MC which will be
listened to and deliver. The MCwi |l be relevant for as I ong as political
parties are conmmunal | y-based which is going to be the case for a long tine
to cone.

Unity nust arise fromthe natural desire of the peoples thensel ves.
There is that desire but no political will to enhance it! W cannot
achieve unity i f everything the Governnment wants to do i s opposed on t he
ground of communal xxx-terminterests. When one group only wants
everyt hing and gi ves out not hi ng, bangsa Mal aysia is a wi shful thinking.

For good or worse the MCis the only well-tested political instrument
t hrough whi ch Mal aysi an I ndi ans can play a neani ngful role in 21st century
Mal aysi a. One does not throw goodw || and a channel built over 55 years,
does he?

The M C nust and will develop into a newinmage as it acquires nore power
and i nfl uence. That can only happen when its political strength renains.
Better still if the party's prestige anong the Indians is further
enhanced.

The best bet for all races is to work together as Mal aysi ans. No one
race can progress together w t hout endangeri ng buil di ng such a resent nent
that it becones a potent ingredient for instability.

| agree absolutely with Sany Vellu that the Indians, on the whole, are
not poor. O course, they are if one focuses only anmong the 30 per cent
I ndi an estate workers. The Buni puteras are deprived if one zeroes his
attention to the interior or anong the squatters. Even the Chi nese are
poor, many of them in the new vill ages.

Sany Vellu stated that the I ndians' share of the National Walth
amount ed to some RML6 billion. OCbviously he has not included Ananda
Kri shnan's RMLO. 7 billion, which makes himthe second richest man in the
nation, and that of many other super-rich Indians.

The | ndi ans have done wel | under Sany Vel lu's | eadership and nore will
cone t hrough. The I ndi ans have done better in the nedical and | egal
prof essions than the Bumi puteras as they have in the thriving private
sector education and several other fields.

One thing which is easily overl ooked, as is the case, is the fact that
under Sany Vel lu M C has becone nore egalitarian. Wiichis in keeping with
the tine.

The Bumi puteras and | ndi ans face the sanme future. The Chi nese econormic
strength is beconing increasingly powerfully awesone. Neither xxx even
toget her can they wi t hstand t he Chi nese econoni ¢ typhoon. The only sane
and smart thing for themto dois to work with the Chinese. You have been
fooled if you believe otherwi se. This is no tinme for narrow ni nded
comunal fanaticism

In four years' time, therewill be 1.78 mllion Ml aysi an | ndi ans. Mbst
wi Il have Indian names for they cannot (which is understandable) flee from
the crippling bonds of their ethnicity. To non-Mal aysi ans they may even be
nm st aken as I ndi an national s but they are | oyal Mal aysi ans.

Mal aysi an | ndi ans nmust put the past inits place and open the doors to
the future. Let no past hang-ups hobble them they shoul d | ook forward
with confidence at what a gl obalised econony has to offer us.

The chal |l enge facing MCis not only to devel op newtal ents and take
pride in what the I ndian community has achieved, it is also to open itself
to the contention of ideas and interests within the Indian comunity,
wedded to the control |l ed and nanaged plurali smwhichis MC s strength.

Sany Vel lu's ezui ntessence, benevol ence and t oweri ng no-nonsense
| eadership can withstand any chal |l enge.
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