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LI MA 01 BEG NS WTH AERI AL DI SPLAY OF VAR QUS Al RCRAFT

LANGKAW , Cct 9 (Bernama) -- The biennial Langkawi International
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition 2001 (LIMA '01) started today with a
stunni ng aerial display by several aircraft.

The six-day dual -services event, which was opened Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in the norning, saw Royal Ml aysian Air Force
(RVAF) aircraft performng the bulk of the aerial display.

This is because several overseas aerobatic teans |ike the Red Arrows of
Britain and the Thunderbirds of the United States had withdrawn fromthe
exhi bi tion.

The RVAF's F/ A-18D Hornet and M G 29N pilots were first to display
their aerial skills by perform ng several well-executed and often dangerous
manoeuvres, drawi ng appl auses fromthe crowd which included foreign air
force fighter pilots and busi ness del egati ons.

Two of the RVAF's F/ A-18D aircraft also performed an air-to-air
refuel ling operation using the KC 130 Hercul es aerial tanker.

The di splay continued with two RVAF C 130H transport aircraft
ai rdroppi ng 200 troops fromthe Ml aysian Armed Forces' Rapid Depl oynment
Force (RDF).

The crowd was then entertained to a display of an aerial water bonbing
operation by the Russian-built Beriev BE-200 nulti purpose aircraft.

The aircraft, which is al so anphi bi ous and constructed for
fire-fighting, was build by Irkutsk Aviation, the same conmpany which
produces the Sukhoi's SU 30MK fi ghter-bonber.

Not to be left out, two M-17 helicopters fromthe Fire and Rescue
Depar nent al so perforned an aerial display with several of their Milti
Skills Team (MJST) personnel doing fast-rapelling fromthe helicopter.

The sky over tourist-haven Langkawi was then jolted with a display by
t he Sukhoi Design Bureau's SU- 27 Flanker piloted by a test pilot fromthe
G onov Flight Research Institute.

South Africa's Denel Aviation Rooival k attack helicopter also took to
the sky with a display of its inpressive on-air agility and aggressive
manoeuvrability.

The attack helicopter, which had participted in LIMA since its
inception in 1999, can carry up to 16 "Mkopa" | ong-range anti-tank
m ssiles and 75nm rocket s.

The aerospace segnent of LIMA "01 is held at the Mahsuri International
Exhi bition Centre (MEC) while Tanjung Malai is the venue for the maritine
secti on.

Meanwhi | e, in KUALA TERENGGANU, Bukit Aman Director of Internal
Security and Public O der Datuk Abdul Ham d Mustapha said police had
stepped up security in the waters, on land and at ports, airports and entry
points in Langkawi to ensure the safety of tourists and the snmooth running
of LI MA

The tight security for the duration of the exhibition would not deter
tourists fromvisiting the island, he said.

Speaking to reporters after opening the PDRM badm nton chanpi onshi p
2001, he said security in the country had been stepped up even before Linma
and the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United States, follow ng the
arrests of the Kunpulan Mlitan Ml aysia (KWMM |eaders and nenbers.

The security nmeasures were enforced in certain |ocations and states
i ncl udi ng Terengganu whi ch had been identified as one of the high-risk



states because of its strategic industries |ike the petroleum and gas
i ndustries and the huge power station in Paka, he said.
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