22/ 05/ 2001

Li ng: MCA preferred choice of conmunity

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo's offer to forner Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat's
Chi nese nmenbers to join the party is a "one-off" thing and MCAis stil
the preferred choice of the Chinese in the country.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, saying this today, added
that he did not foresee Umo, the backbone of the Barisan Nasional,
opening its doors to other races in other States at the nonent.

"There is no circunstances that merits such consideration,” said Dr Ling
after chairing the party's weekly presidential council neeting.

He was commenting on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
announcenent yesterday that Chinese nenbers of the now defunct Akar can be
absorbed i nto Umo.

The Prime M nister, who is al so Umo president and Bari san Nasi onal
chai rman, had said that although Umo was for the Malays, it had al so
accept ed non-Bumi puteras |i ke Malaysian Thais as nenbers.

Dr Mahathir said this when announci ng the dissolution of Akar in Kota
Ki nabal u yest er day.

Asked whether Umo's proposal to allow the Chinese to be admitted into
the party would dilute MCA Sabah's position within the BN, Dr Ling said
the community there woul d have nore choi ces now.

The MCA, he added, was a late entrant into Sabah politics as parties
i ke the SAPP and LDP, which al so appeal ed to the Chinese conmunity there,
had been set up in the State | onger.

"I n Sabah, the circunstances are different.”

Asked about reports that the MCA-controlled Star Publications Bhd is
anong t hree conpani es bei ng wooed to take up a controlling stake in
Nanyang Press Hol dings Bhd, Dr Ling said it was natural for any conpanies
to expl ore new busi ness opportunities.

Dr Ling said party leaders did not interfere in conmercial decisions as
they had trust in the peopl e managi ng the busi nesses.

When pressed if he knew if any such deals had taken place, Dr Ling said
he was infornmed that "certain processes were going on".

DAP national chairman LimKit Siang had expressed concern that medi a
freedomwoul d be restricted if the takeover materialised.

Commenting on Lims statenent, Dr Ling said every newspaper had its own
stand and was free to criticise.
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