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Ling: Qur rights are assured

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mal aysian Chi nese have been assured that they will

not lose their rights and privileges despite the recent statenent by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad that the country is an Islamc
state.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said it was solely a matter
of interpretation whether Ml aysia was | ooked upon as an Islamc or
secul ar state.

"Ml aysi a, under the present constitution, is not a theocratic state and
therefore, can also be called a secul ar state.

"Many things can be called by nore than one nane ... a rose in English
is arose, in Mandarin it is nei-kwei, in Malay bunga mawar and in Tamil
roja but they all nmean the sane thing.

"As far as Pas has been wanting Umo to say, Ml aysia can be descri bed
as an Islamc state but it is also correct to describe the country as a
secul ar state.

"As for the Chinese, we would like to reassure themthat their rights
and privileges as citizens, as enshrined in the constitution for the past
44 years, will not be renopbved," he added.

Dr Ling, who is also the Transport M nister, was speaking to reporters
after chairing a five-hour dial ogue between representatives of the
Mal aysi an Consul tative Council of Buddhism Christianity, H nduismand
Si khism and a panel of three Islamc experts at Wsma MCA

The panel, headed by religious adviser to the Prine Mnister Tan Sri Dr
Abdul Hami d O hnman, also conprised Universiti Teknol ogi Mara's Assi stant
Vi ce- Chancel | or (Legal Affairs) Prof Dr Shad Sal eem Farugi and Sisters In
| sl am executive director Zarinah Anwar (see CORRECTI ON above).

The one-day event was intended to allay fears anong non-Mislins in the
country following Dr Mahathir's declaration on Sept 28 that Ml aysi a was
an Islamc state.

Dr Ling also reiterated Dr Mahathir's guarantee that other religions can
be practised freely in the country.

"As such, Pas should stop posing any nore chall enges. Dr Mahathir has
reassured BN conponent parties that there will be no change in the present
system

"All races and religions will continue to enjoy the freedom which
currently exists.™

He said the party would study international conventions on human rights
and religious freedomto see how they could reassure the people that the
status quo was for real and woul d not be changed.

"W will also study all the constructive proposals put forward at this
di al ogue as well as talk to other groups who are keen to have simlar
di scussions with us," Dr Ling said.

"If feasible, suggestions fromthis dialogue will be passed on to the
Governnent by myself or by Abdul Hamid for further action," he added.
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