07/ 06/ 2001
Ling: No quotas for private colleges

Nel son Fer nandez

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The Cabi net today decided that there will be no quota
for the intake of students to private institutions of higher |earning for
the tine being, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said

t oday.

Dr Ling, who is also MCA president, said private colleges or institutes
of higher learning were required to ensure that students were not admtted
on the basis of their race.

However, he said, the Cabinet had taken note that these institutions
shoul d take in as many Buniputeras as possible if they were full-paying
st udent s.

"We are very sure if that is the case, the private institutions wll
accept them" he told a post-Cabinet Press conference.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad recently had said that the
Gover nnent was | ooki ng i nto whet her a quot a-based system shoul d be
i mplemented at all private institutions of higher |earning.

Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mbhanad | ast nonth al so said that
private institutions mght one day adopt the practice of public
universities in having 55 per cent Bum putera and 45 per cent non-

Bum putera ratio in their annual student intake. The proposal was foll owed
by debates and reactions by many parties, including acadeni ci ans,
politicians and the public.

Dr Ling said the MCA wel comed today's decision by the Cabinet as it
woul d al | ow nore students who were not accepted into public institutions
to have ot her options.

"These are profit-based establishnments so those who are willing to pay,
irrespective of their race, nust be accepted.”

Dr Ling said the private institutes of higher |earning were run by
conmpani es and the inposition of the quota systemwoul d have a bearing on
their income. He said Malaysia's private colleges attracted students from
countries |ike Indonesia, China and Thail and.

"What is inportant nowis that there will not be any quota systemin our
private coll eges and institutions."
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