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Li ngering fear but success story can be source of inspiration

Shansul Akmar
PETRONAS has i ndeed made Mal aysi ans proud.

It has managed to chal k up RML29.5 billion in gross revenue and nearly
one-third of that cane fromits investnents abroad

It is a Malaysi an success story. It is also a Malay success story.

After all, nost Ml ays have been | ooki ng around, searching for a success
story of their own in the corporate world.

There had been others but accusations of cronyism nepotism and
corruption, rightly or wongly, had negated sone of the successes achi eved
by Mal ay corporate | eaders.

As such, the fact that Petronas is |ed, managed and supported by
enpl oyees who are nainly Ml ays, stands as |iving proof that Ml ays are as
capabl e as the non-Mal ays in the conpetitive corporate world.

It is not about having a chip on one's shoul der or the need to bl owthe
trunpet at every little success that coul d be associated with the Ml ays,
especi al |y when these successes cane about with Governnent support.

But it does help the Malays with | ow sel f-esteemor those who believe
t hat not hi ng good has cone out of the systemfor the community.

Whi | e debates over this can go on forever, there are suspicions that the
fire at Universiti Ml aya's Dewan Tunku Cansel or was an act of arson.

There is widespread talk that it was the work of students trying to
sabot age t he student | eadership synposi umscheduled to start today and end
tomorrow. Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wil |
officiate at the opening and the closing cerenmony by the Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

And of course, fingers are being pointed at Mal ay student activists who
have publicly shown their hatred for and opposition against the country's
present | eadership.

At this stage, there is nothing conclusive to determ ne whether the fire
was a work of arson or due to sone electrical faults.

However, if it was indeed a work of arson by the disaffected Ml ay
students, the community i s indeed being dragged i nto somet hing nore
si ni ster.

In the past, the Ml ays, especially the ol der generation, were worried
about the lepak (loafing) culture; they were told to be nore conpetitive
and aggressive in their pursuits of education. Instead, they becane
conbative

Then came the bohsia and bohjan (teenage sex) shock.

Am dst all these unresol ved problens affecting the Malay youths, the
drug abuse nenace anpbng t hem persi sts unabat ed.

If arson or the destruction of properties is seen as a |l egitimate neans
to express their frustration with the establishment, the di senchanted
Mal ay students have truly enbraced a new expl osi ve, destructive culture.

The worrying question is: why is it so plausible to believe - at such an
early stage in the investigation - that the UMs building fire was a work
of arson?

One supposes it has alot to do with a recent trend anong student
activists fromthe UM canpus.

Aletter froma reader to U usan Ml aysi a which appeared on Friday was
very revealing.

The reader, going by the nanme of B.K. Muslinmin, alleged that a recent
student denpnstration against the Internal Security Act at Masjid Negara



was an exploitation of freshies.

He cl aimed that the activists, who were seniors, invited the freshies to
attend a convention but they were instead taken to the National Msque and
forced to take part in the illegal denobnstration.

On the one hand, quite a nunmber of Mal ays are proud of the courage of
these students in their readiness to "fight" for their ideals.

But, on the other, the non-Mal ays are not prepared to join in despite
sharing simlar ideals and are nore concerned about their studies.

The great disparity in exam nation results anong the Mal ay and non- Mal ay
students has continued to be so glaring that fingers are pointed at the
inability of the Malay students to get their priorities right.

Now tal ks circul ati ng about Mal ay students setting fire to a building as
a sign of protest - a painful remnder to the rest of the Mal ays how far
things have really gone wong with the comunity.

Cone to think of it - the Malays are neither oppressed nor are they
victim sed. They are in fact a privileged lot, getting into the
uni versities because the Governnent of the day is still pursuing
"affirmative action".

Is there no sense of shame or dignity anynore?

Is there no pride? No realisation that the non- Ml ays are perceiving
that the Mal ays are incapable and are there in the public institutions of
hi gher | earning sinply because of the quota?

There is a beautiful Malay girl from Triang, Pahang, whose parents
operate a stall in Felda Bukit Puchong.

Arni zun Arifin, 20, is into her second year at Universiti Ml aya
pursui ng Applied Chem stry.

She works part-tine at a cafe in Bangsar during her free tinme to earn
some extra incone to pay for her education.

Qui et and dependabl e, Arnizun provides hope for the Malay conmunity that
it isunfair to generalise all Malay students in negative |ight.

However, the question is whether Arnizun represents the majority.

Wil e the Mal ays ponder over this, the lingering fear that Ml ay
students are quite capable of acts of arson, should send shivers down
t heir spines.
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