27 DEC 2001

LI NKAGE BETWEEN REG ONS W LL ENHANCE GROMH, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , Dec 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said that |inkage between the | esser-devel oped regions and the nore
devel oped ones woul d further enhance the exploration and expl oitation of
opportunities for grow h.

Regi ons with excess capital and advanced technol ogi cal know how coul d
conbine with regions which have relatively cheaper |abour costs and easily
available land to jointly establish viable econom c activities, he said in
his foreword in the souvenir programe of the |Indonesia-Mlaysia-Thail and
Gowmh Triangle (I M-GI) Expo 2001, here, today.

"As the gl obal market becomes increasingly conpetitive each day, it is
essential for close econom c cooperation to be maintained, especially in
optim sing the use of resources”, he said.

Dr Mahathir said manufacturers fromw thin the I MI-GI had enor nmous
possibilities to harness the potential of a synergistic approach

"Each regi on has been blessed with a distinct econom c, social and
agricultural character, thus offering considerable opportunities for
joint-venture cooperation and investnent”, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the I MI-GI Agriculture and Fi sheries Expo provided the
opportunity for entrepreneurs from nenber countries to neet and exchange
i deas.

"It is ny hope that local entrepreneurs will take this opportunity to
create networking and to establish econom cally viable cooperation wth
their counterparts fromother regions", he said.

About 200 participants fromIndonesia, Mlaysia and Thail and are taking
part in the four-day expo organised by the Kedah governnmend and the
Econonmic Planning Unit of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.
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