11/ 07/ 2001
Local firms urge to bid for Dubai airport projects

Hami sah Hami d

MORE t han US$1.5 billion (US$1 = RM3.80) worth of projects at Dubai
International Airport in United Arab Enirates (UAE) are up for grabs by
contractors and suppliers through the online procurenment service offered
by airport comunity portal, airportXchange.

The project that is to take off is the RVbOO mi|lion Dubai Mega Cargo
Term nal, to be foll owed by US$1.4 billion airport expansion project.

XYBASE Sdn Bhd presi dent Suhai nee Abu Hassan said | ocal contractors
stand a good chance to be sel ected for the project as Dubai Governnment has
liberal policy towards foreign investors inthe enmrate.

"Qur contractors have the expertise needed to participate in the airport
and cargo term nal projects.

"W are tal king about billions of dollar project and our contractors
shoul d be able to win the contract," he told a news conference in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.

Suhai nee sai d the second phase of the project - the expansion of the
Dubai airport - offers great opportunities for those in the construction
i ndustry suppliers of airport-related equi prent and consul tants.

"The expansion plan calls for a new passenger term nal and concour se.

"Construction firms and suppliers shoul d take advantage of the M ddle
East airportXchange, register their details to enable themto bid for
tenders online," he said.

The M ddl e East airportXchange (www. ax-max.con) is an airport conmunity
portal for West Asia.

It is ajoint-venture between Dubai's Departnent of Cvil Aviation
(whi ch hol ds 51 per cent stake) and airportXchange (49 per cent stake),
which is owned by XYBASE.

XYBASE had earlier signed a Menorandum of Understandi ng wi t h Dubai's DCA
in April during a visit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
to Dubai, one of the seven emrates in the UAE.

"When the portal for West Asia was | aunched together with the online
procurenent for Dubai cargo term nal project on July 3, it had received
good response fromlocal contractors.

"However, in Malaysia, only a fewlocal contractors have signed up. That
is why we are extending the deadline for bidders fromtoday to July 17,"
Suhai nee sai d.

On the expansi on of airportXchange, Suhai mee sai d the conpany has
all ocated RMBO million to devel op the airport community portal at four
sites, namely in Mal aysia, Dubai, London and t he US.

So far, he said the conpany has spent RMB mllion.

Suhai nee sai d XYBASE expects to break even fromits M ddl e East
ai rport Xchange' s actitives in 2004.

Most of the revenue would cone fromfees on transacti ons conduct ed over
the portal but he said the conmpany has yet to finalise arevenue nodel
wi th Dubai DCA.

Besi des the airport community portal |ocated at Dubai Internet City and
anot her one in Kual a Lunpur for Asia Pacific region, XYBASE wi |l al so
establish a portal in London for European region as well as in the US.

For the European region, the portal will be ready by Septenber this year
with 30 airports are expected to sign up as nenbers. The one inthe USis
expected to be launched in the first quarter next year.

"For the West Asian region, we are now di scussing with seven nore



airports. Altogether, we are tal king to about 70 ai rports worl dw de -
i ncluding airports in Sydney, Hong Kong, Tai peh and Sout h Korea," he sai d.
Whol | y- owned by EXBASE, airport Xchange i s the devel oper and operat or of
a web-enabl ed onl i ne mar ket pl ace exchange known as ai r port Xchange. com
Its principal activity is to operate a conprehensive e-business platform
for the airport comunity, including airport operators, suppliers, service
providers, retailers and travellers.

( END)



	Local firms urge to bid for Dubai airport projects (NST 11/07/2001)

