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LI MA-Satellite
LOCAL COVPANY TO DEVELOP SATELLI TE CAMERA AND ORBI TAL VEH CLE

By: Mhd Hai kal Mhd Isa

LANGKAW, Cct 8 (Bernama) -- A Mal aysi an conpany will sign several
Menor anda of Understanding (MoU) during the Langkawi International Mritine
and Aeorspace Exhibition (LIMA 2001) to devel op and build anpbng ot hers, an
orbital transfer vehicle and ultra-sensitive satellite caneras.

A gover nnent - owned conpany, Astronautics Technology (M Sdn Bhd ( ATSB)
woul d becone the pioneer in devel oping the transfer vehicle as before this
no ot her conpany in the world had built the machine.

An ATSB official told Bernama the vehicle which was nanmed SPORT or
(Smal | Payload Orbit Transfer) Space Vehicle would be devel oped and built
jointly with a United States conpany, AeroAstro.

"SPORT is a space vehicle used to transfer small satellites from one
common pre-launched orbit into another custom sed or specific orbit," he
said when nmet at Mahsuri International Exhibition Center (MEC), here
t oday.

ATSB whi ch was given the responsibility by the governent to spearhead
its drive to acquire outer space technol ogy successfully | aunched
Mal aysia's first mcrosatellite, Tiungsat-1 into orbit from Bai konur,
Kazakhstan | ast year.

"SPORT is a flexible, low cost and highly reliable orbit transfer
vehicle ideally suited to deploy a wi de range of spacecraft into various
orbits," said the official.

He said, the expected launch of the first SPORT vehicle into the
designated orbit was schedul ed for the end of next year, the second |aunch
in the mddle of 2003 and the third | aunch at the end of 2003.

The official said, the signing cerenony woul d be held on Wednesday.

The project to develop a satellite canera named "Medi um Aperture
Canera" or MAC, a high resolution electro-optical canmera for a snmall renote
sensing satellite, neanwhile had started.

"MAC of fers extensive applications including agriculture, forestry,
mappi ng, national security, transportation, utilities and resource
managenent, " said the official.

He said the project would be undertaken in collaboration with a a South
Kor ean conpany, SaTReC Co Ltd.

The satellite which would carry MAC is slated to be launched into orbit
within two years, he said.

Meanwhil e, the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, is
schedul ed to be present at a cerenony here to mark the first anniversary of
the launch of Tiungsat-1 in Bai konur on Cct 11.

The cerenony is thened "Tiungsat-1: From Inception to |nauguration”.
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