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Local authorities no help to Mda

R Mohana Kri shnan

| REFER to the Bernama report (NST, Jan 10) stating that the Government
has approved the establishnent of a Special |Inplenentation and Co-
ordination Unit under the Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority
(Mda).

The purpose of the unit, according to the Mnister of International
Trade and Industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, is to enhance and strengthen
Mda's role in providing support services to conpanies in the
manuf acturing and rel ated sectors to expand and diversify their
operations.

The services of the special unit are open to all local and foreign
i nvestors encountering difficulties or delays in obtaining approval for
bui Il ding plans or certificates of fitness.

Mal aysia today is the 17th largest tradi ng nati on and manufacturing
accounts for some 35 per cent of our gross domestic product and 70 per
cent of our exports.

This is nostly due to the efforts of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad and his many trade and i nvest ment nissions during the
1980s and early 1990s, and Mda's efforts.

However, it is beconing nore difficult to attract foreign investors
since they have a wi der choice and we are nore selective in the type of
i nvest nents we want.

We continue to renain an attractive place for investors but we have
becone a nore expensive place to do business.

I, therefore, find the need for Mda to set up the special unit
di sconcerting. | amsurprised that Mda nay need to intervene with the
| ocal authorities on behalf of investors. Local governnment managenent has
not nmoved in tandemwith the rest of the country. | have often wondered
why this is so, since we have the framework for its nanagenent.

We have the National Council for Local Government established under
Article 95A of the Federal Constitution for the pronotion, devel opnent and
control of | ocal governnents throughout the federation and for the
adm ni stration of any laws rel ating thereto.

Moreover, the Federal and State Governments are required to follow the
policies formul ated by the counci l

At the Federal |evel, we have a mnister responsible for |oca
government, and appropriately, housing. Each State in peninsula Ml aysi a
has an executive councillor for |ocal government, while Sabah and Sarawak
have a State M nister responsible for this portfolio.

Yet, despite this | eadership, the services offered by local authorities
seemto be wanting and financi al nmanagenent poor.

Local authorities are not accountable to the ratepayers since their
councillors are not elected to office but surely they are accountable to
their respective State Governnents.

| believe State Governnments have already required | ocal authorities to
stream i ne and nake transparent their approval processes for |icensing and
buil ding to prevent any abuse by officials.

Accordingly, | wonder why is there still a general perception anongst
ratepayers that there is a lack of transparency, discipline and commopn
sense anongst sone |ocal authorities?

Meanwhile, it is my hope Mda's efforts to attract foreign capital
i nvestnents to Malaysia will not be hanpered by the poor service provided



by any | ocal authorities.
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