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Lojing in an “adverse' environnmental situation

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Lojing in Kelantan, which is covered by the

Cabi net's highlands study, is in an "adverse" environnental situation,
Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M nister Datuk Seri Law Hi eng Di ng
sai d today.

And yet, despite Cabinet policy to ban all new devel opment projects in
the areas under study, the Federal Governnent cannot act against States
who have the final authority over their |and use.

"The State Governnent nust be very careful in planning devel opnent
t here.

"They should | earn fromwhat happened to Carmeron Hi ghl ands," Law sai d.

Law sai d he had received a prelimnary report by Mnistry officials on
Lojing and was now waiting for a detail ed study.

He was asked to respond to the recent announcenent by Kel antan Deputy
Ment eri Besar Dat uk Abdul Hal i m Abdul Rahman who said a new t ownshi p woul d
be devel oped there to support and boost existing agricultural activities
t here.

Abdul Halimhad said the nove would be in line with the national
obj ective of being a food-produci ng nation.

Lojing is adjacent to the Blue Valley in Caneron Highlands and is part
of the Sinpang Pul ai - Loji ng- Gua Miusang- Kual a Berang hi ghway project.

The hi ghway is schedul ed for conpletion in 2003 and woul d serve as an
east -west |ink.

Caneron Highlands is the focus of a study ordered by the Cabinet to
check on the area's capacity to acconmodat e devel opnent.

The Cabi net | ast year called for a tenporary ban on all new devel opnent
projects there pending the study's conpl etion.

Asked if the State had violated the ban, Law said: "They are not in the
Federal Government.

"The ban is a Cabi net decision.”

He was speaking at a Press conference after a signing cerenony between
the Mal aysian Centre for Renpte Sensing and the Forestry Departnent.

A source familiar with the Lojing situation said with Caneron H ghl ands
com ng under close scrutiny, many farmers had taken to noving their
activities to Lojing.

"Land there is also cheaper,” he told the New Straits Tinmes.

Law al so said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had recently
expressed concern over indiscrimnate tree-cutting and | and-cl eari ng.

"The Prime Mnister has said this many tines over and recently, he
repeated it again."

( END)
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