19 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - St udent s
LOOK EAST POLI CY STILL RELEVANT, SAYS DR MAHATH R

By: D.Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d today
that the Look East Policy that was introduced in the early 1980s is stil
rel evant al though Japan is now facing persistent econom c probl ens.

The prime mnister said he still considered Japan a nodel which should
be emul ated by Ml aysia, especially its capability in high technol ogy and
its work culture which stresses discipline and diligence.

"Japan rose fromthe ruins of Wirld War Il to becone an econom c giant.
It is facing problens today because it is too eager to follow the Western
way quickly,"” he said in reply to a question at a dial ogue with some 100
Mal aysi an students here.

Dr Mahathir said his visit to Sharp Corporation today showed how
advanced Japanese technol ogy was and it was not found anywhere else in the
wor | d.

He urged Mal aysi an students in Japan who got jobs w th Japanese
conpani es on returning hone to take the initiative to venture into business
or small- and nediumscale industries (SMs).

Dr Mahathir said the government was willing to help them start business
wi th the experience and know edge they gai ned while working wi th Japanese
conpani es.

"W will try to help by attracting Japanese SM to go into joint
ventures with our conpanies. Let's start on a snall-scal e because the
capital will also be small,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had visited backyard industries in Tokyo before to
see how Mal aysi ans, especially Bum puteras who are still behind in
busi ness, coul d be involved in such industries.

At the dialogue lasting nore than two hours, Dr Mahathir al so expl ai ned
t he measures taken by the governnent to overcome the recent economc
downturn and the responsibility of students to help develop the country
upon graduati on.

Asked on the negative inpact of being too dependent on foreign direct
i nvestment (FDI), Dr Mahathir said FDI was required for capital and to
create work opportunities.

He was confident that |ocal conpanies were capable of produci ng goods
conparable to those nade by foreign conpanies in the future

The econonic downturn would not affect Malaysia's efforts to achieve
devel oped status by 2020 because the rapid growh of the past and in the
future would help realise the Vision 2020, he said.

He agreed with a student's suggestion that Ml aysi ans, especially
busi nessmen and those in the service sector, should | earn the Japanese
culture of respecting all clients regardl ess of their status.

"We should introduce this nmethod because Mal aysians are quite rigid
when dealing with others. Adopt the good culture |ike hard work and
courtesy," he said.

To a question on the |ack of academ ¢ books in Bahasa Ml aysia, he said
thi s happened because there were not enough translators and students shoul d
therefore inprove their command of English.

To a question on whether Ml aysi an engi neers benefited fromthe
purchase of the Lotus conmpany by Proton, Dr Mahathir said they definitely
di d because they had produced nmany designs, including for the | atest Proton
nodel , \4j a.

He al so said although nore institutions of higher |earning had been set



up in Mal aysia, the governnent would continue to send sone students
overseas as nmany fields were continuing to expand.
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