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PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i ntroduced t he Look East
Policy in 1981 to enul ate the positive aspects of Asian values, in
particul ar the Japanese attitudes towards hard work.

Whi | e Mal aysi a and several other countries Look East, the Japanese youth
are begi nning to change and Look West. This is clearly evident intheir
new | ooks, nulti-col oured hair and the enbraci ng of many Western cul tures
and work attitudes. Even so, a Japanese professor has urged the world to
| earn fromJapan's success, and continue to Look East.

Yoshi hara Kuni o, a visiting Professor fromthe Centre for Sout h- East
Asi an Studi es at Kyoto University, says the Japanese nodel of economc
devel opnent is worth considering as an alternative to the Areri can node
of gl obalisation.

The soci al cost of the Japanese nodel is not as high as that of the
Aneri can nodel, Professor Kunio, who is currently hol di ng t he Pok Raf eah
Chair at the Institute of Mal aysian and I nternational Studies Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a, said.

Even though gl obal i sation is preached by many as the answer to the
world's problens, it is not without its drawbacks. Any policy should
stress the results rather than the nethods and gl obalisation is no
exception. But Dr Mahathir has pointed out, "W are being told that
gl obal i sati on nust be espoused and practised evenif it destroys us".

It isinthis context that Professor Kunio's book is an inportant
contribution. He | ooks at globalisation and its inpact and effects on
"national identity". The Ameri can nodel for devel opnent, whil e successful,
cones wi th a high social cost brought about by the | arge soci o-econonic
gap between the rich and the poor and between the haves and the have-nots.

A obal i sation can bring great wealth to i ndividual s and conpani es whi ch
have products for which there is a great denmand, but at the sane tine it
al so brings about increased conpetition and t he weakeni ng of the country
as a comunity.

The Japanese nodel is better, according to Kunio, "even if one concedes
t he weakness of the Japanese econony vis-a-vis the Anerican one"

The Japanese way of gl obalisation offers attractive options. Oneis
"l ess incone inequality" and the other is that "it controls social ills
much better".

The i nstruments used by the Japanese Governnment to limt incone
inequality and social ills while pronoting econom c growt h are mass
educati on and econom c i ntervention. Kuni o argues that educati on was used
partly to empower the nasses to cope with changi ng econom c ci rcunst ances.

Kuni o points out that there are basic differences in globalisation and
national identity. Wth gl obalisation there
is no central governnent to power integration and the national culture
takes a back seat.

Even t hough each country is responsible for its own affairs, the econony
i s being globalised and i ncreasi ngly many deci si ons of governnents are
bei ng hijacked by nultinationals and external forces.

Wth globalisation too, there is increased conpetition and with this
t here are nunerous adverse consequences. Anong themis t he unequa
di stribution of incone and t he wi deni ng of existing divisions. It also
gives rise to various ills and the country's national identity is
weakened.



Free market forces and |iberalisation, which are seen by sone as part
and parcel of globalisation, "tend to make peopl e noney-oriented
mat erialistic, secular, andindividualistic" and societies are falling
apart.

Even arch capitalists and specul ators such as George Soros have second
t houghts on the free and unbridal ed fl ow of capital. Sorus has rai sed
concerns and voi ced doubts about the negative val ues that underpin the
nodern gl obal econony.

"I nsofar as there is a domi nant belief in our society today," Soros
says, "it is a belief in the magi c of the nmarketplace. The doctri ne of
| ai ssez-faire capitalismhol ds that the common good i s best served by the
uni nhi bited pursuit of self interest...Unsure of what they stand for,
peopl e increasingly rely on noney as the criterion of value...The cult of
success has repl aced a belief in principles. Society has | ost its anchor”.

Not surprisingly the current trend and pressures of globalisation are
al so seen by many as the "Anericani sation" of societies across the gl obe.
The i nfluence is undirectional; that is fromAmerica to Mal aysia, Arerica
to Hawaii and Arerica to the rest of the world.

This is evident fromthe i ncreased i nfuence of American busi nesses and
the pervasive nature of Anerican culture.

I n Hawai i, Professor Kunio says the | ocal s (Hawaiians) are econonical ly
and culturally opressed in their own | and. The | anguage of the Hawaii ans
is not the maj or | anguage on the islands and the local culture is a sub-
culture with the Arerican culture dom nating.

Intrying to avoid the "Hawaiian fate" Kunio offers an option - that is
to devel op the country, inprove and raise living standards and instil a
sense of pride and | ove for one's country.

The other optionis to create a national community outside the country.
For these objectives to be achieved there is a need for effective nmass
educati on, government intervention or a guiding hand in the econony,
strengt heni ng t he nati onal | anguage and national culture.

But this does not nean that the i nternational | anguage, English, should
be negl ected. Engi shis becom ngincreasinglyinportant with information
t echnol ogy and nodern t el ecommuni cati ons.

The Professor's advice to East Asi an and devel opi ng nations wanting to
enbrace globalisationis to "pursue the goal of pronoting economc growh
while limting econom c inequality and social ills".

How do countries with Iimted resources and expertise nor the required
nmuscl e do this? Dr Mahathir had told the G oup of 77 in Havana, Cuba that:
"The i mportant thing is to focus onthe results rather than the dogma. If
the results are good then by all nmeans i npl enent as currently interpreted
and practised, but if the result is bad for anyone, then gl obalisation
must be reinterpreted and nodified until the expected results are
achi eved".
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