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Looking for suitable SM partners

M Hanzah Jamal udin

KUALA KANGSAR, Sun. - The International Trade and Industry Mnistry's

m ssion to Japan in April will, anmong others, focus on match-nmaking for

| ocal conpanies with small-scale industries in Japan, M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z sai d t oday.

Interested | ocal conpani es should join the trade del egation to | ook for
suitable partners and set up joint ventures, she told reporters at her
open house for Kual a Kangsar constituents at difford School here today.

Raf i dah, who is Kual a Kangsar MP, said nost backyard industries in Japan
were reluctant to relocate their operations to Malaysia as they did not
want to | eave their home towns.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday invited small -
scal e industries fromJapan which are facing difficulty in finding people
torun them to relocate their operations to Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir who was on a visit to Gsaka, Japan, said the sophisticated
smal | conpani es whi ch supplied conponents to big manufacturers were not
dooned econonically, but many of themcould not carry on as the owners
children were just not interested in taking over the business.

Raf i dah said she woul d hol d di al ogues with the conpani es' owners during
her visit to Japan in April and, at the sanme tinme, introduce themto |oca
conmpani es fromthe small and nmedi um scal e i ndustri es.

"The neeting between prospective partners is very inportant as they want
to devel op trust between them It's very difficult for the owners sinply
to hand over their conpanies to others, especially to foreigners."”

Raf i dah suggested that in the initial stage, |ocal conpanies should I|et
their Japanese partners hold najority stake in the joint-venture
conpani es.

"I do not think that it is appropriate for us to hold the majority stake
as the Japanese own the technol ogy and products. W should [ earn fromthem
first."”

Meanwhi | e, commenting on the Philippines, she said Ml aysia woul d focus
on inproving bilateral trade and i nvestnent with that country.

Rafi dah said with the appoi ntment of Vice-President doria Macapaga
Arroyo as the new President, the Asean econony could be further
st rengt hened.

A stabl e Asean was needed in preparation for the Asean Free Trade Area
in 2003 and ot her econom c progranmes in the region

Raf i dah, who is Umo Wanita chief, congratul ated Arroyo on her
appoi nt rent and hoped that she could i nprove the Phili ppines' econony.
"Wanita Umo is happy with her appoi ntnment but not just because she is a
woman. | n ny opinion Arroyo was appoi nted not based on gender, but because
of her capability and support fromher party."

"Coincidentally, she is a woman and we in Wanita Umo are proud of the
fact (that a wonan is | eading a country)," she said.
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