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MAHATH R TOURS SHARP PLANT ON SECOND DAY OF VISIT TO JAPAN

By: D. Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad continued his working trip to Japan today with visits to a Sharp
pl ant and a university that enphasises on information technology (IT).

Dr Mahathir started the second day of his visit by touring the Sharp
Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) plant in Tenri City, Nara prefecture, about
one hour drive from here.

During the tour, the prime mnister, acconpani ed by Sharp Corporation
presi dent Katsuhi ko Machi da, visited the Sharp Menorial and Technol ogy Hall
before proceeding to the Sharp LCD factory.

The factory specialises in the production of LCD panels and is one of
t he nost technol ogi cal | y-advanced plant in the world.

Applications for LCD now extend beyond cal cul ators and digital watches
to countl ess other products, including word processors, televisions and
even video systens on trains.

In 1973, Sharp, which currently has six plants in Ml aysia, introduced
EL-8025, the world's first electronic calculator featuring an LCD display.
After the Sharp plant tour, Dr Mahathir will depart for the Osaka
El ectro- Conmuni cation University in Kiyotaki to visit the Departnent of

Medi a- I nformati on Cul ture.

At the departnent, the prine mnister will observe an IT class in
sessi on and see how students work on ani mati ons, novies, audio and | anguage
traini ng.

Dr Mahathir will then return to Gsaka Gty to attend a di al ogue with
Mal aysi an students studying in the Kansai region.

It is estimated that there are 85 sponsored students in the region,
nostly taking engineering, science and IT rel ated subjects.
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