21 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - PAS
MAHATH R RENEWS CALL FOR PAS TO PROVI DE DETAI LS OF | SLAM C STATE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 21 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad today reiterated his challenge for PAS to put in witing
details of its plan to set up an Islamc state.

He said this would enable the various comunities in the country to
under stand what was PAS interpretation of an Islamc state.

"They must wite it in Chinese, Tam | so that everybody can understand,
not just the Ml ays...so everybody will have a good appreciation of their
version of an Islamc state,"” he said after |aunching "Proton Juara",
national car maker Proton's latest edition, here.

He was responding to queries on recent statenents by PAS | eaders over
its intention to establish such a state which has been opposed notably by
the DAP, one of PAS partners in the opposition pact.

Dr Mahathir said as far as the government was concerned, Ml aysia was
already an Islamc state as it was acknow edged by nmany Islamc countries
as a nodel Islamc nation and that it was a menber of the Organisation of
I sl am ¢ Conference (O Q).

"An Islamic state is not a state that is exclusively meant for Mislins
because other people can live in an Islamc state. And we have to treat
themfairly and justly. That is what we do in Malaysia," he said.

On non-Muslins who were worried about PAS intention, the prine
m ni ster said they could not worry about something they did not know.

He said: "Please ask PAS, “Wiat is your Islamc state? They've said
that Umo is not Islamc because we have the civil courts, we do not have
only syariah courts.

"So, please wite this down that in the Islamc state envisioned by
PAS, there will be no civil court, there will be only syariah court and
therefore only syariah laws will be applied in this country. Please say
| oud and clear about this thing. At the noment, they are saying we will
wait until we win, then we will tell you."

Dr Mahathir said PAS should |l et the people know what it had in store
for the whole of the country and not just for Kelantan and Ter engganu.

On why the education departnment was slow to act on suppressing the
i nfl uence anong the school chil dren and Muslim students of anti-religious
bel i ef propagated through Bl ack Metal nusic, he said:

"Sonetinmes, we don't see it. The education departnment is only | ooking
at education, so nuch so it does not see what the students are doing. This
is a social problemnore than an education problem"

He said the mnister in charge of such matters, National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man had focused on
t he problem

Dr Mahathir said the problemoccurred could be because the religious
education in school was ineffective.

"I don't like to say this, but if the religious teachers are spendi ng

too much attention on politics and on instilling hatred agai nst the
government and not teaching Islam these children will be w thout religious
basi cs,"” he said.

On the other hand, he said they would have grounding in
anti-establishnent. "And if we teach the children to be anti-establishment,
don't be surprise if they becone anti-establishment."
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