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Mahat hir-Musl i ns
MAHATHI R URGES MUSLI M5 TO STOP Bl CKERI NG

BY: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

SANA' A, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today
that Muslinms must discard petty quarrels anong thensel ves and i nstead
strive to acquire the necessary knowl edge to propel Mislimcountries on the
pat h towards devel opnent and eventually be at par with devel oped nati ons.

The Prime Mnister said discord anong the comunity could lead to
Musl i m countries becom ng weak and thus giving the opportunity to others to
oppress Muslinms |ike what was happening in Pal estine.

"I believe quarrelling anong ourselves is against the teaching of
Islam | believe we'll have to work together to becone strong," he said at
a neeting and dial ogue with nenbers of the Yenmeni Shoura Council at the
Sana' a Pol i ce Acadeny here.

The advi sory council to the Yenmeni government conprises intellectuals,
ul amas and private sector representatives.

Dr Mahathir, who is on his second day of visit to Yenen, said this was
an inportant strategy for mutual devel opnent and to enable Muslins to
def end each ot her.

In his 40-m nute opening remarks, Dr Mahathir said Miuslins were not
stupid as proven by their ability in the past to establish proud
civilisations and enpires.

Dr Mahathir said: "In Malaysia, we are trying to prove that a Mislim
country can be as devel oped as ot her devel oped countries in the world."

He expressed confidence that if Miuslinms could join hands, in a few
decades, they too could be as rich as devel oped nations in the world and at
that stage, no one would dare to oppress Mislins any | onger

"As Muslins, we have a duty to protect each other. But we can't do that
if we are weak and poor," he said.

Dr Mahathir also shared with the nore than 200-strong audi ence how
Mal aysi a managed to be politically stable and transforned its econony to
become the 17th largest trading country in the world.

He provided an insight on how Kual a Lunpur dealt with the 1997 regi ona
econom ¢ and financial crisis, explained how "Ml aysi a | ncorporated" worked
and what Ml aysia was doing to gain fromthe information technol ogy era.

He said it was inportant for Mislimor devel oping countries not to mss
the informati on age and that to be rich, a country could not depend on the
agriculture sector alone as it would be better if it took the path of
i ndustrialisation.

Fi el ding questions fromthe floor, the prime mnister rem nded his
audi ence about the dangers of western-formnul ated gl obalisation

On the subject of Asian currency, he said even the "euro” used in
Europe did not work quite well as it had no intrinsic val ue.

He explained that a study was being currently undertaken on the
possibility of using the gold dinar for trading.

"I'f you hold the dinar as reserves and trade is done using the gold
dinar, it's possible to stabilise the value of a currency," he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir held a four-eye nmeeting with his Yeneni
counterpart Abdul Kader Ba Jammal followed by an hour-long bilatera
del egation neeting at the Republican Pal ace here.

After the neeting, two nmenoranda of understandi ng were signed, one on
t he establishment of the Yenen-Ml aysia Joint Conm ssion, and the other on
cooperation and training for civil servants.
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