23 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Support
MAHATHI R URGES SARAWAK PECPLE TO CONTI NUE SUPPORTI NG STATE GOVT

KUCHI NG Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has urged
t he people of Sarawak to continue supporting the state governnent which has
brought tremendous soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent to the state.

He said they should not be influenced by sone people who think that any
change i s good.

"If there is no necessity for change, why change? You have a good
government, keep it up, support it,"” said the Prime Mnister at a dinner
attended by community | eaders and state Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent
parties at the State Assenbly Building in Petrajaya here tonight.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day visit to Sarawak, said he was
i npressed with the pace of devel opnent taking place in the state.

He said there were a Il ot of constructions and new buil di ngs com ng up
every time he visited the state.

This was sonething that could not be seen in some other countries stil
struggling fromthe economc crisis, he said.

He al so conmended the state government for its foresight in starting a
m crochi p plant which he officiated earlier in the day.

The Prime Mnister said such industry was sonething that other states
had been unable to achieve.

Dr Mahathir said Sarawak had gone fromgrowing rice in Bario to
produci ng hi gh-tech sophi sticated ni crochip.

"Sarawak remains very peaceful, very stable and very harnoni ous and
t hi nk you should maintain this governnent," he said.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Taib
Mahmud and state BN conponent | eaders were al so present.
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