27 OCT 2001

MAHATHI R DESCRI BES MEETI NG W TH BUSH AS FRI ENDLY

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 27 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has described his nmeeting with US President George W Bush
at the recent Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Shanghai
as friendly.

"We got on quite well with each other. It (the nmeeting) wasn't serious
all the time. There were tinmes when | cracked a few jokes but | can't
remenber what there were,” Dr Mahathir said when asked to comment on a
statement by US officials that Bush found himto have a good sense of
hunour at the neeting.

"It wasn't a very sol em occasi on although we did di scuss very serious
things. | think he (Bush) was very friendly," he told reporters here on his
return froma nine-day overseas trip to China, South Korea and Japan.

Dr Mahat hir descri bed the Shanghai APEC neeting as meani ngful.

He said APEC nenbers did not press much this tinme around and there was
no mention of issues |like globalisation, nmarket opening and target dates
for market opening.

"Instead we tal ked about terrorismand the need to cooperate,” said Dr
Mahat hir who said that he put forward the views of devel oping countries and
the need to apply the "Prosper Thy Nei ghbour" phil osophy.
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