25 FEB 2001

MAHATH R ATTENDS POAERBOAT GRAND PRI X (Wth pix)

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday attended the Formul a One Powerboat Mal aysian Grand Prix here.

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali,
was nmet on arrival at the Senai Airport by Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul
Ghani G hman.

They then proceeded to Tanjung Puteri to join thousands of people who
packed the bund to watch the race held in Johor for the first tine.

The Mal aysi an GP kicks-of f the 12-1eg Wrl d Chanpi onshi p. Partici pants
from15 countries are taking part in this year's event.

Penang previously staged the event in 1994.

In his message in the G s souvenir progranme, Dr Mahathir said the
chanpi onship reflected the international community's confidence in
Mal aysia's ability and credibility in hosting world-class events.

"The organi sation of this chanpionship also reflects our determ nation
to explore international sports as a new arena to pronote the country to
the world,"” said Dr Mahathir.
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