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By: D. Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, JAPAN, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here today for a four-day working visit.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned
Ali.

The prime mnister was net at the Kansai International Airport by
Mal aysi @' s anbassador to Japan Datuk Marzuki Mhanmad Noor and ot her
enbassy officials.

Hours after arrival, Dr Mahathir delivered a keynote address at the
Mai ni chi International Synposium the first part of the "Wake Up Kansai"
canpai gn ai med at reviving the sluggi sh econony in the Kansai region.

Speaki ng on the thenme "Pronoting Miutual Understandi ng Between Asia and
Japan, especially Kansai," at the Osaka International Centre, Dr Mahathir
| ater joined Thai Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan, South Korean Anmbassador
Choi Sang Yong, former Director Ceneral of the Econom c Pl anni ng Agency
Tai chi Sakai ya and NIT West Japan President Kazuo Asada for a panel
di scussi on.

Today, he is also expected to receive Chairman of Kansai Econom c
Federati on (Kankeiren), Yoshihisa Akiyama who is also the President of the
Kansai El ectric Power Co. Inc.

Later in the evening, he will attend a reception in comrenoration of
the publication of a book based on his articles in the Mainichi Daily News.

Tonmorrow, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit the Sharp Liquid Plant in
Tenri City, Nara Prefecture and have a first hand | ook at Sharp's
devel opnent of liquid crystal display (LCD) technol ogy.

Following that he will travel to the Osaka El ectro-Comunication
Uni versity which specialises in the Information Technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir will then hold a dialogue with Ml aysian students studyi ng
in the Kansai region.

On his third day here, Dr Mahathir will participate in a Fuji
Tel evision Network recording of a forumentitled "Views and ideas on the
21st Century-Future of Asia and Japan's Choice".

He is al so scheduled to receive Japan's Mnister of Econony, Trade and
I ndustry Takeo Hiranuna.

H ranuma is al so chairman of the Japan-Mal aysia Parlianentarian
Fri endshi p League and honorary chairman of the Ml aysi a Japan Associ ati on,
a non governnental organisation conprising individuals and corporations.

Dr Mahathir | eaves for home on Sunday.
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