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Mahat hi r- Equal ity
MAHATHI R CONFI DENT POLI TI CAL AND ECONOM C BALANCE W LL BE ACH EVED

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 20 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the government will continue to strive for a
nor e bal anced distribution of political and econom c powers anong the
various races in the country.

However, until such balance is reached, the bum puteras, with their
political power, and the non-bum puteras, with their econom c power, should
not grab everything for their own race, he said.

"Maybe the distribution of economic wealth and political power is still
not bal anced anong the races but efforts are still continuing and | believe
that in the end the distribution of economc wealth and political power
wi |l be nore bal anced,” he said at the Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar)
speci al assenbly here.

In his one-hour address before 2,000 people at the assenbly, Dr
Mahat hir stressed that one of the reasons Mal aysia continued to be strong
was the attitude of its people who valued unity despite their different
| evel s of economic and political achievenent.

"Al t hough they have political power, they (the bum puteras) do not
sei ze others' rights just because they have the power. In the economc
field, although the non-bum puteras are nore efficient, they are prepared
to give opportunities to the bum puteras,” he said.

For exanple, he said, although in theory the bum puteras and Umo coul d
formthe government on their own, they did not do so and instead chose to
forma coalition governnment with the other races.

"Wth this, everyone is confortable and there is no feeling of
suspi cion that the governnment oppresses the non-bum puteras...so also with
t he econony, the non-bum puteras do not oppose the New Econom c Policy that
was created to help the bum puteras,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said: "It is better to have a portion of the big thing than
the whole of a small thing, or worse still, the whole of nothing."

"In the spirit of tolerance, the wi nner does not take all and the |oser
does not lose all,"” he said.

The cooperati on anong the various races, which was the foundation of
the Bari san Nasional's strength, was proven in the existence of the 13
raci al -based BN conponent parties after the dissolution of Angkatan
Keadi | an Rakyat today, he said.

"Wth these 13 parties, we scored a big victory with over two-thirds
majority in the Dewan Rakyat and were able to forma strong governnent,"” he
sai d.

Wth this big nunber of conponent parties, the BN would remain strong
even if some parties were to withdraw, he said.

"I'f Umo were to | eave, of course the BNw Il fall, but Umo will also
fall in the end. As such, we cannot |eave the BN although we are a big
party,"” he said.

He al so said that the BN al ways strove to give positions to | eaders of
parties representing the mnorities.

He said, for exanmple, that when Akar did not have a seat, the BN
appointed its president, Datuk Pandi kar AmMin Milia, as a senator and then
to the cabinet as Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent.
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