17 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - Appoi nt ment
MAHATHI R DEFENDS APPO NTMENT OF GANI PATAI L AS ATTORNEY- GENERAL

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the new Attorney-Ceneral, Datuk Abdul Gani Patail, should be given a
chance to prove hinself.

The prime mnister said it was unfair to criticise Abdul Gani's
appoi nt nrent wi t hout seeing his performance.

Speaking to reporters at his Hari Raya open house in Seri Perdana,
here, he said although sonme parties had questi oned Abdul Gani ability to
di scharge his duties as Attorney-general, it was only a personal view.

He was commenting on a news report last Friday that the Bar Council had
expressed its concern over the appointnent of Abdul Gani in a letter to the
prime mnister.

The council was reported to said in the letter that the
At t or ney- General should be a person who coul d comrand respect.

Abdul Gani was appoi nted Attorney-CGeneral effective Jan 1 next year

He succeeds Datuk Seri Ai num Mohanmed Saaid who retired before
conpl eting her term because of health problem

Asked whet her he had received the letter fromthe Bar Council, Dr
Mahat hir said he had not seen it.

He said that those protesting Abdul Gani's appointnment m ght have |inks
with political parties.

He al so said that there was bound to differences of opinion on the
appoi nt mrent of Abdul Gani

"Well, this are a matter of opinion. You say there are nore qualified
people. O her people (would) say that Gani is qualified. Wat is to
determ ne who is qualified?"

Dr Mahathir al so cormented on the issue raised in the letter by the Bar
Council on the Federal Court judgnent in the contenpt case of |awyer Zainur
Zakaria which had touched on the conduct of Abdul Gani

"This is a high profile case, nearly all the prosecution w tnesses,

i ncluding the police, were |abelled as bad people, including the judge who
was heavily criticised.

"I feel that the Bar Council should not be influenced by views that are
obviously political -based,” he said.
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