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Mahat hi r - War
MAHATHI R CAUTI ONS ASEAN OVER | NVOLVEMENT | N WAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Asean should not be participating in a
war, if one does break out, but instead be a noderating force in urging for
an end to such conflict, the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d.

"We should really not participate in war. If we do, we will only help
to escal ate the probl ens because an all-out war is the wong solution
because many innocent people are going to be killed," he said during an
interviewwith four Asean journalists on the "In Conversation" programe
aired over TV3 tonight.

He was asked on the scenario for Ml aysia and Asean if the United
States did launch a strike against Afghanistan in retaliation to terror
attacks which destroyed the twin towers of the Wrld Trade Centre in New
York and danaged the nerve centre of American military, the Pentagon in
Washi ngt on on Sept 11, causing thousands to lose their |ives.

El aborating, Dr Mahathir said outsiders mght not |ike the Taliban
government in Afghanistan and this mght well be the case for Afghan people
t hensel ves.

"But they have no nmeans of overthrowi ng the government. In a war, those
who dislike the Talibans are also going to be killed. So it is not fair to
have an all-out war against them" he said.

The Tal i ban rul ers of Afghani stan have admtted that they are hiding
Gsama bin Laden, the Saudi mllionaire Washi ngton has naned as the "prine
suspect” of the deadly attacks on Anmerican soil

Dr Mahathir was the first Asean |eader interviewed in the hour-1Iong
first episode watched by an estinmated 300 million people in the region

It was the result of a collaboration between Ml aysia's TV3, Thailand's
i TV, RCTI of Indonesia and ABS-CBN of the Phili ppines.

Apart fromwar and terrorism Dr Mahathir also fielded a wide variety
of questions including on Asean, the econony, attenpts by certain people to
establish an Islam c state in Ml aysia and gl obal i sati on

Dr Mahathir said strictly speaking, international actions should be
initiated by the United Nations (UN) and not by any one country.

"But there is a tendency for people to bypass the UN and this happens
especially with the big powers, strong powers. And because of that,
deci sions are made which are not really reflecting the interest of the
world as a whole," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the upcom ng neeting of Asean heads of governnent in
Brunei Darussal amwould |ikely discuss events in the US and its
repercussions to this region

He said: "I think whether we like it or not, we will have to discuss
what happened in the US sinply because Asean is actually a trade bl oc and
our prosperity depends on trade. Wen a market is hurt or not doing well,
we will suffer.”

"So we will need to discuss this in order to find ways and neans of
overcom ng that and putting in place new plans, alternatives that will help
t he econony to recover."

To a question, he said Asean nust be against terrorismand in order to
deal with it, mlitary action was not enough as the fight woul d be agai nst
an "invisible" eneny.

"It is not like fighting a country. (When) you fight a country you know
where the borders are. (Wen) you fight terrorists, you are fighting an



i nvi sible eneny. You don't even know whether the nman who is speaking to you
is aterrorist or not...You can kill a thousand terrorists but how do you
know there are no other terrorists,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the main way of fighting terrorists was to renove the
causes of terrorism just like Malaysia did in its fight against its own
terrorists (Conmunists) from 1948 to 1990.

"We nust |look into the causes, why is it sone people are willing to
kill themselves in order to achieve something that they believe in. If we
find the reason why and we tackle it, then nore people will avoid having to
be terrorists. If we don't renpove the causes, we are going to see terrorism
forever," he said.

Dr Mahathir admitted that the attacks on the US would be affecting the
Mal aysi an econony "a bit" as there would be an econonic downturn of
unprecendented proportion in America.

He said American consunmers m ght not consume goods produced by Mal aysi a
as much as they used to prior to the Sept 11 attacks.

"W will suffer of course and so will many other countries,” he said.

On the perception of the world regarding so-called Muslimterrorists,

Dr Mahathir said it was unfortunate that those said to be involved in the
US attacks were Mislins.

"There has been terrorismin Japan. There are Hindu terrorists, Jew sh
terrorists, too. In this case it happens to be Muslimterrorists," he said.

Dr Mahathir said perhaps those who were jittery were not able to
separate terrorists fromordinary Mislinms, resulting in instances where
Muslimtravell ers had to undergo questioning by the authorities.

"They assunme that anybody who has a Muslim nanme coul d be potenti al
terrorists. So in the end, it turns out to be an attack agai nst Muslins, or
suspi ci on against Muslinms. And yet there are terrorists who are
non- Musl i ms, who are maybe even Christians,” he said.

Nevert hel ess, the prinme mnister expressed hope that common sense woul d
prevail and that over time, the anger being felt by Americans would | essen
and they would begin to think rationally about what they really needed to
do.

"When that happens, | think their reactions and actions will be nuch
nore constructive," he added.
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