14 SEP 2001
Mahat hir-Terrori sm
MAHATHI R CALLS FOR WORLD CONFERENCE ON TERRORI SM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 14 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today called for a world conference anong | eaders to
di scuss the rise in international terrorism the |atest being the attacks
on the United States.

He said world | eaders should | ook at terrorismas a crine that had to
be addressed by the whol e world.

Dr Mahathir said all countries should al so not take sides in dealing
wWith terrorism

"lIslam c countries should not take side with fellow Islamc countries
whil e non-Islamc countries should not take side with non-Islamc countries
on who are their friends or enemes,"” he told reporters after signing a
condol ence book opened for the public at the U S. Enbassy here for victins
of Tuesday's terrorist attacks in New York and Washi ngt on

"We need to ook at terrorismas a crine that has to be addressed by
the whole world," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that if not addressed, it would be foll owed up by
rataliation and then by further retaliation

The prime mnister said that he does not agree with such a viol ent
manner in resolving an issue.

He said that a solution should be sought to resolve issues which were
the root of such incidents.

As such, he said, the whole world should sit together to discuss the
matter seriously.

Dr Mahathir said: "W will do whatever we can to stop such extrem sm
We nust renenber that we al so have sone people in the Wrld Trade Centre
who are still mssing.™”

On the security nmeasures in the country, he said the country would
al ways be on alert as terrorismhas no set period for it to end.

On the rising anti-Islamc sentinments in the US, he said: "That is a
natural reaction. | hope it can be coped as quickly as possible because it
is not the right thing.

"OF course people at the nonment could not control their enotion,” he
sai d.
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