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MAHATHI R ALLAYS CHI NESE COVWUNI TY' S FEAR ABQUT | SLAM C STATE

By: David Chelliah

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia, despite declaring itself as
an Islamc state, will not deprive the rights of the country's non-Mislins,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said tonight.

"Your rights will remain your rights...The Chinese in Malaysia will be
Mal aysian citizens with all the rights they have enjoyed ever since the
country obtai ned i ndependence," he said.

Dr Mahathir allayed fears of the Chinese comunity on the Islamc state
i ssue when he addressed Chi nese busi nessnmen at a di nner hosted by the
Associ at ed Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia (ACCCIM.

"W have no wi sh to obstruct or to curtail your rights in this country.
We are not changing anything... We are not anending the Constitution," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister said the Islamc state declaration did not nean that
there was no place or freedom for non-Mislins.

He said it was all right for non-Muslins to regard Mal aysia as a
secul ar state because they were not obstructed from doing anything within
the country's | aws.

The reason behind the government's declaration that Ml aysia was an
Islamic state, he said, was because the opposition wanted to know t he
Bari san Nasional's stand on the issue.

"I do hope the Chinese conmunity will cease to worry about this
statenment. Please do not go around and say that the governnent is going to
do something that will deprive their (non-Miuslins) rights...That is not
true at all.

"Pl ease do not listen to people who want to make an issue. The
opposition won't conme out to say their stand because they are cheating the
non-Muslinms by not telling what they want.

"I suspect they wanted an Islam c state |ike Afghanistan. If the
Mal aysi an oppositon wants to set up a governnent |ike the Taliban of course
they are not going to get the support of the non-Muslinms in the election,”
he said.

In Mal aysia all races "live, play and work toegther. Let's keep it that
way, " he added.

The Prime Mnister said non-Miuslins had been living in this country
si nce independence and al t hough they m ght not know it, they were actually
l[iving in an Islamc state by definition

He said the non-Mislins had not suffered because of that and had not
been di scrim nated agai nst, oppressed or had any action taken agai nst them
because they were not Mislins.

"You have done business in this country and prospered...You have
prospered in Malaysia all along in an Islamc state. The Government has
worked with the Chinese conunity all these while," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in Mlaysia, the Chinese conmunity was
wel | -represented in the government and it was able to | ook after the
interests of the comunity.

He urged the Chinese business community to expand its nmarket abroard
foll owi ng the econom c sl owdown and al so stinul ate the donestic market.

He said that following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United
States, the Ml aysi an econony was only expected to achi eve between one and
two percent grow h conpared to earlier projection of between five and six
percent.



As aresult of the slowdown in the US, even before Sept 11, Mal aysia
woul d have to depend on the domestic market and that was the reason why the
government increase salaries of civil servants by 10 percent effective next
year, he said.

"The reason is for themto spend noney in the country, buy goods and
services donestically. The m nimun RML, 000 bonus for themwas to help
retail trade in the country," he added.

About 1, 000 busi nessnen attended the dinner
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