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Mahat hi r - Mal ays
MAHATHI R ELABORATES ON MALAY WEAKNESSES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernanmm) -- The Prime Mnister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he did not believe that the
Mal ays are an unintelligent |ot when he highlighted their weaknesses in his
presidential address to the Umo Ceneral Assenbly on Thursday.

He said the Malays are no less intelligent than the other races but
t hey remai ned weak because they nade no determ ned efforts for
self-upliftnent and mastery of know edge whi ch could only be attained
t hrough perseverance and doing things repeatedly until perfection

"I am convinced that Malay mal e students do not bother to study at al
and that explains their dismal marks in studies,” he said when w nding up
debate on the |l ast day of the 55th Umo General Assenbly at the Putra World
Trade Centre here today.

According to Dr Mahathir, one would not attain proficiency or
conpetence in whatever field through half-hearted efforts.

The message that he was trying to convey in the address was that Ml ay
mal e students shoul d study harder and not rely solely on the Mal ay quota
for university enrol ment, he said.

Dr Mahathir said if only Malay students were a hardworking lot, there
was even no need for the 55:45 Ml ay-non-Mal ay quota for public university
enrol ment since they would nerit a 100 per cent quota based on
qualification al one.

He said fromthe overall perspective of both public and private
uni versity enrol ments, the segnment of Malay students was in fact only 25
per cent.

Quality-w se the achi evenrent of Ml ay students was still |ow and for
this reason none of themever graduated with first class honours, he said.

"I wanted to show how to study, that is ny intention. There is no short
cut...there is no easy way. Take a short cut and down we go," he said.

The prime mnister said Chinese students were clever not so much
because of their brains but because they studied really hard.

"That is the reason why | want Ml ay students to study hard, stop going
to listen to PAS I ectures which will not hel p them pass exam nations. Wake
up early in the norning, start readi ng books straight away, do revision and
honewor k, revise and revise again and they will eventually succeed," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir pronpted | aughter when he declared that it would not
suffice for Malay students to only consune eggs to be good in studies as
suggest ed by Kedah del egat e Dat uk Badruddi n Am rul di n when debating the
presi dential address.

"I was inpressed by his other points but | disagree with his suggestion
that Mal ay students should eat nore eggs to excel but nmade no nention about
readi ng books after getting up in the norning," he said.

"If it is true that eating eggs makes one brainy, just tell me how many
eggs are needed, | will donate as much as is required. In fact, there is no
short cut. One has to read books," he said.

Dr Mahat hir advised Mal ay students not to waste time listening to PAS
political talks "which will not help themfare well in studies |et alone
enhance their religious know edge."

He said a pair of l|ocal conpanies which produced m crochi ps that each
could store two mllion switches were anong proofs that Ml ays are capabl e
peopl e.



He said he never inmagined before that Petronas, the national oi
corporation could conpete with international oil conpanies and now operate
in 25 countries.

Petronas, anmong other things, is currently hel pi ng Sudan produce
200, 000 tonnes of crude oil a day as well as assist Algeria in processing
liquefied gas, he added.
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