05 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Appoi nt ment
MAHATHI R YET TO DECI DE WHO W LL BE FI NANCE M NI STER

SHAH ALAM July 5 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said he has yet to nake any decision who will be the
Fi nance M ni ster

"I suspect the press community don't trust ne running the Finance
Mnistry," he said in jest, when responding to a question whether he wll
appoi nt a new finance m nister soon

He said people may not trust himwhen he has to attend Treasury-rel ated
functions |ike budget dial ogues.

"Well, 1"l try," he said after spending 90 m nutes visiting Proton
Perusahaan Ot onobil Nasional Bhd (Proton's) nediumvolume factory at its
main plant in Section 26 here today.

"When we nake the appointnent, we will make the announcenent,’

Dr Mahathir is handling the finance portfolio since Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n's resignati on on June 1 pendi ng appoi ntment of a new Fi nance
M ni ster.

"This could take one nonth, two nmonths, three nonths tinme or one year,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

On appointing a second Finance Mnister, he said: "Anytine when | fee
like it."

The prime mnister said that at the noment he did not feel overl oaded
yet with Finance Mnistry work.

He said he has several people to help himout in the mnistry.
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Asked about his June 28 neeting with Mnardi F1 team principal Pau
Stoddart, he said they, anong other things, discussed possible future joint
ventures between Mal aysia and the teamin producing |ocal F1 drivers and
engi nes.

They al so di scussed the chances of local F1 aspiring driver Al ex Yoong
being included in the Mnardi teamto race at Silverstone in England on
July 15 and the need for Malaysia to raise RML9 nillion in sponsorship for
Yoong's inclusion in the F1 race to materiali se.

"OF course in future, we (the governnent) will not |ose the opportunity
to join hands with Mnardi in producing nore |ocal drivers and engines for
Formula 1 (race)," the prine mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia would have to be patient as it was still a
| ong way to go

On demands for higher m ni mumwage by trade unions, especially those
representing workers in the autoparts industry, he said the governnent
woul d have to negotiate on this.

The prime mnister expressed confidence that the unions would
understand the government's situation given the prevailing close ties and
const ant di al ogues between both sides.

In its menmorandum for the 2001 dialogue with the International Trade
and Industry Mnistry, the Federation of Ml aysi an Manufacturers said
uni ons had demanded an 18 per cent upward wage adjustnment for autopart
i ndustry workers.

- - BERNAMA

Rl Z AFY RYN

he sai d.



	MAHATHIR YET TO DECIDE WHO WILL BE FINANCE MINISTER (Bernama 05/07/2001)

