17 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Conmput er
MAHATHI R LAMENTS OVER MALAYSI ANS' RELUCTANCE TO LEARN COVPUTERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday | amented that nany Mal aysi ans were not taking the trouble to
beconme adept with conputers.

"I am not happy because too many people are just not making any effort
interms of howto use the computer,” he told reporters after |aunching the
I nformati on and Communi cati on Technology (ICT) literacy for K-econony
assenbly at Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jalil, near here, today.

Dr Mahathir was asked whet her he was happy over progress nade to nake
Mal aysi ans conputer literate.

He said Mal aysi ans should not wait until they become conputer owners
before they start to acquire conputer skills.

"You must start learning fromnow O herwi se, we are going to be left
behi nd, " he added.

He was al so asked if an inbal ance existed in the country as, while the
gover nment was encouragi ng the people and students to becone conputer
literate, there are still students who were unable to pay their exam nation
f ees.

Dr Mahathir said,"No, there is no inbalance. If he (the student) says
he cannot pay, then we can nmake sone arrangenent.

"There is many people who are willing to help. Don't make up sad
stories like as if the world does not care.”

A total of 650 students in Gua Misang, Kelantan, recently reported that
they were unable to pay their exam nation fees as their famlies were poor

This drew the attention of the governnent and many quarters cane
forward to hel p these students overcone their plight.

Earlier, in his opening speech, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans shoul d pool
their know edge and technol ogi cal capability to produce quality products,
made from natural resources, for export at conpetitive prices.

He said although Mal aysia was rich with natural resources |ike
petrol eum gas, rubber, palmoil and cocoa, higher returns fromthe sale of
t hese comodities cannot be expected unl ess Ml aysi ans | earn to use
know edge to give added val ue to these resources.

Dr Mahathir cited the exanple of Japan and countries North of Europe
whi ch have been able to use their technol ogi cal expertise to enrich their
countries although they were not richly endowed with natural resources.

"They inport natural resources and use their know edge to turn them
i nto val ue-added products until they becone very rich .. It's clear that
know edge gi ves higher returns than natural resources,” he said.

However, he also said this did not nmean the country was going to
negl ect resource based industries.

Dr Mahathir said to neet the challenges of the know edge- based econony,
every Ml aysian should master the use of conputers and becone infornmation
and comuni cation technology literate.

"I urge all of you, Becone wi se and avail yourselves of a "computer
i cence" today," he said.

About one thousand peopl e includi ng workers, students and housew ves
took part in what was dubbed the | argest conputer tutorial event in the
country organi sed by the Human Resources Mnistry.

The record-breaking attenpt was endorsed by the Ml aysi a Book of
Records.

In his speech, Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said a



simlar event would be held in Mal acca next nonth.
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