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OSAKA, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad is scheduled to arrive here on Thursday for a four-day working
visit during which he will address a synposi um on Asi an under st andi ng and
expl ore advancenents in Japanese technol ogy.

Mal aysi @' s anbassador to Japan Datuk Marzuki Mhanmad Noor said here
today that Dr Mahathir's tight schedul e include delivering a keynote
address at the synposium on "Pronoting Mitual Understanding for Asian
Countries, Japan especially Kansai" at the Osaka International Centre.

"This synposiumis being organi sed by Minichi Shinmbun to get views and
i deas basically on Asia, challenges and i ssues facing Asia especially in
the new mllennium" he said.

Dr Mahathir will then join Thai Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan, South
Kor ean anmbassador to Japan Choi Sang Yong, former director-general of the
Japanese Econonic Pl anni ng Agency Tai chi Sakai ya and NIT West Japan
Presi dent Kazuo Asada for a panel discussion

The prime mnister is also expected to receive the chairman of Kansa
Econoni ¢ Federati on (Kankeiren), Yoshihisa Akiyama who is al so Kansa
El ectric Power Co. |Inc president.

Kankeiren is a private non-profit organisation with approxi mately 860
maj or corporations and organisations as its nenbers.

Later in the evening, Dr Mahathir will attend a reception to mark the
publication of a book based on his articles in the Minichi Shinbun
Japanese newspaper.

The book is a conpilation of a 17-series of nmonthly col ums of
comment ary and opinion from February 1999 to June | ast year

The book was | aunched in Japan |ast nonth, said Marzuki

On the second day, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit the Sharp Liquid
Plant in Tenri Cty, Nara Prefecture for a first hand | ook at Sharp's
devel opnent of liquid crystal display (LCD).

"LCD is very inportant now and wi dely used. The prine mnister will see
how this is being done, furthernore Sharp is a leader in this field," the
anbassador said.

Next Dr Mahathir will visit the Osaka El ectro-Comunication University,
a 50-year old institution which specialises in the Information Technol ogy,
for a tour of its Departnent of Media-Information Culture established |ast
year.

The university set up the departnent on the belief that conputer usage
and under st andi ng of medi a-delivered information are basic to living a
responsi bl e and productive life in the 21st century.

The prime mnister will hold a dial ogue with Ml aysian students
studying in the Kansai region at the Ri hga Royal Hotel where he would be
staying during his visit.

On his third day in the city, which is bidding to host the 2008 O ynpic
Ganmes, Dr Mahathir will participate in a Fuji Tel evision Network recording
of a forumon "views and ideas on the 21st Century-Future of Asia and
Japan' s Choi ce".

Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara is one of the panellists.

The prime mnister | eaves for hone on Sunday.
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