02 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - Bush
MAHATHI R WRI TI NG TO BUSH URG NG HALT TO BQOVBI NGS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he will be sending a letter to President George WBush asking the
United States to halt the air strikes in Afghanistan i mediately.

"I amwiting to President Bush asking Anerica to stop the bonbings
agai nst Afghani stan,” the Prime Mnister told a press conference after
chairing a nmeeting of the Umo Suprenme Council .

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said he inforned Barisan Nasi onal
menbers of parlianment that he was witing to the US president when they
rai sed the subject of the US-led air strikes during a neeting earlier
t oday.

The Prime Mnister also said that he would give a briefing on the views
of world | eaders and Malaysia's stand on the issue of terrorismat a
sem nar organi sed by the Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISI'S) on Nov 16 and 17.

He said 1SIS had been asked to organise the sem nar as a step towards
havi ng a common stand on the issue by all Ml aysian groups incl uding
opposition parties.

"Umo will also take part and provide its input,” he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that after the seminar, there could be a common stand
anong Mal aysians on the best way to fight terrorism

Local political parties already had a common position on the issue of
terrorismand they all condemmed the bonbi ngs i n Af ghani stan, but while
some resorted to holding anti-American denonstrations others did not, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to coment on the proposal by the DAP
for a di scussion anong Mal aysian political |eaders to cone out with a
common stand on terrorismand the US-led nmilitary action.

The Prime Mnister said that apart fromthe air strikes, several other
matters were di scussed at the neeting with the BN MPs today and he woul d be
i ssuing a statenent about it later.

Dr Mahathir said all matters that caused di ssatisfaction anong the MPs
were resol ved at the neeting.

This included the dissatisfaction with cabinet mnisters expressed by
Ki nabat angan MP Dat uk Bung Moktar Radin in the Dewan Rakyat |ast week.

On the Umo Suprene Council neeting, Dr Mahathir said the matters
di scussed included the current drive to increase the party nenbership by 10
percent.
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