25 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Tol er ance
MAHATHI R, SAMY VELLU CALL FOR TOLERANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu have called on
Musl i ms and non-Muslins to continue working together to safeguard and
strengthen the unity built by Ml aysia's founding fathers.

Dr Mahathir and Sany Vellu, who is also MC president, said this in
their nessages in conjunction with the celebration of Ma'al Hijrah and the
Tel ugu New Year or Ugadi tonorrow.

The two | eaders al so stressed the need for understandi ng anong the
various races in the country and not to be influenced by runours created by
i rresponsi bl e people who were out to create chaos in the country.

They were obviously referring to the clashes between two groups of
residents in Taman Desaria and surroundi ng areas al ong Jalan Kl ang Lama on
March 8 which resulted in the death of six people and nore than 40 people
i njured.

In his Ma'al Hjrah nmessage, Dr Mahathir said Mislinms shoul d not
pur posel y nake enem es of non-Mislins.

"The spreadi ng of unfounded news that nmany Mislins are being destroyed
and killed, with the intention of provoking their anger, is not the way to
protect Muslins.

"If there are Muslins who are attacked because of fights with
non- Musl i ms, Muslins should not react violently against other races," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He said such incidents should be reported to the police.

Sany Vel lu drove honme a simlar nmessage to the Indians, saying that if
they believed in runours, it would only destroy the country.

"Let there be continued peace in Ml aysia, |let there be continued
prosperity in Ml aysia," he added.

Dr Mahathir also said if Muslins acted irrationally, then even a smal
i ssue can be bl own out of proportion and out of control

"Many innocent people will be attacked or killed. In the end no one
stands to gain anything," he added.

The Prime Mnister recently said there were w despread runours that
many Muslins were killed after a m nor fight.

"There was no truth at all to this rumour,"” he said

Dr Mahathir said as expected, those who had no Iink with the origina
cl ashes were attacked, hurt and killed, nost of the tine far away fromthe
original place where the incidents occured.

He added that there were indications that these rumours and attacks
wer e purposely done by certain groups who were out to create chaos and
violence in the country.

"All this is degrading Islam Mislins should not act outside the |aw

"Such acts do not contribute to the good of the religion and to the
devel opnent of Islamand an Islamc country. This is not a nmigration
towards the right path. It is actually a return to pre-Islamc days of
i gnorance where one group is fanatic about their own race wthout taking
i nto account the consequences of their action." Dr Mhathir said.

Sanmy Vellu called on the people not to be alarned over recent incidents
in Petaling Jaya but to nonitor the situation through statenents given by
the authorities.

He reiterated that the fresh attacks reported during the [ ast few days
were the work of organised crinme groups and were not racial in nature.



"The police will go after these people and runour nongers and bring
themto book. They will be punished accordingly," he said.

The m ni ster hoped that Ugadi and Ma'al Hijrah woul d strengthen peace,
happi ness and prosperity in the country.
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