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MAHATHI R W LL CONTI NUE CALL ON US TO STOP BOMBI NGS, SAYS SYED HAM D

By: David Chelliah

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will reiterate his call to the United States to halt
bonbi ngs i n Af ghani stan at the Seventh Asean Leaders' Summit whi ch begins
here tonorrow

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Dr Mahat hir would
talk on terrorismand state Malaysia's consistent stand against the US air
stri kes agai nst Aghanistan at the summt.

Briefing Malaysian journalists on his arrival for the sutmmt here
today, he said Mal aysia already forwarded such a proposal to be included in
the draft Asean declaration on terrorism

"Whether it will be translated into a common Asean stand is still too
early to say," he said, admtting that there was sone resistance from Asean
menber countries on Ml aysia's proposal .

He said Mal aysi a made the proposal because that was Ml aysia's policy
position against air strikes which clained innocent [ives in Aghani stan and
not wi ping out terrorists responsible for the Sept 11 US suicide attacks.

He said Mal aysia al so proposed that a United Nations-sponsored
international terrorismconference be held and also to find out the root
causes of terrorism

"W will leave it to the heads of governnent here to decide what is
Asean's comon stand against US air strikes on Afghani stan and the need to
have an international forumon terrorism" he said.

Syed Hanmid also said that Dr Mahat hir woul d announce a RVb.1 million
training aid package for four Asean nmenber countries -- Canbodia, Laos,
Mynmar and Vietnam-- during the sumit.

He said the training package, spread over a three-year period, is to
devel op the human resources aspect for those countries invol ved.

"This is our ongoing contribution to Asean. W have been giving before
but others don't see it. Now we will nonitor our contribution so that
others in Asean can see what we have done," he added.
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