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MAHATHI R ADDRESSI NG | NAUGURAL BOAO FORUM FOR ASI A ON TUESDAY

By: Yong Soo Heong

BQAO (Hai nan), Feb 25 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Mahathir
Mohamad has been given the honour to deliver a keynote address at the
| aunch of the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) here on Tuesday.

The forum nanmed after venue, a resort island in southern China, ains to
seek new initiatives to strengthen the whole of Asia econom cally,
organi sers said.

O her | eaders such as Chinese president Jiang Zem n and King Birendra
of Nepal will also address the forum

Former Japanese prem er Yasuhiro Nakasone, forner Australian premer
Bob Hawke, former Philippine president Fidel V. Ranpbs and forner Paki st ani
presi dent Farooq Leghari are al so attending.

Mal aysi a has three representatives in the BFA set up nanely Human
Ri ghts Commi ssion chairman Tan Sri Miusa Hitam former Asean
secretary-general Tan Sri Ajit Singh and Datuk Dr Kamal Salih, chairman of
Tenggara Capital Bhd.

Musa is a nenber of the Leaders' Council, an advisory group, while Ajit
Singh will be formally appoi nted on Tuesday as BFA secretary-general.

Kamal , the former executive director of the Ml aysian Institute of
Econonmi ¢ Research (MER), is Miusa's representative in the BFA

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive here with wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mbhaned Ali tonorrow afternoon.

He will also hold bilateral talks with president Jiang in the evening.
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