05 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Muzakar ah
MAHATH R WELCOVES MJUZAKARAH ON " AMANAT ABDUL HADI "

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday wel coned the proposed nmuzakarah between the Nati onal
Fatwa Council chairman Datuk Dr |smail |brahi mand PAS deputy president
Haji Abdul Hadi Awang over the so-called "Amanat Abdul Hadi" issue and
wanted it expedited.

He said it would be better to have a discourse as one evi dence of
confusion anmong Muslinms was the "amanat"™ or nessage of Abdul Hadi

"The ruling of the Conference of Rulers feels that the amanat is
causi ng confusion anmong Muslins as to who is Islamc and who i s not
Islamic,” he told reporters at the end of his visit at the Information
M nistry here.

He said the question of a proper place did not arise since what was
i nportant was to seek the truth.

"I feel the venue is not inportant. | feel the participation, not as a
representative to anyone, only to provide explanation as a Muslim" he said
when asked whether the Institute of Islamc Understanding Malaysia (IKIM
or the Fatwa Council would act as the platformfor the nuzakarah

Commenti ng on PAS president Datuk Haji Fadzil Noor's statenent that
Umo should act as observer at the discourse, the prinme mnister said:

"Never mind, we are not inportant, if don't want Umo never m nd
furthernmore if don't want Ummo, PAS shouldn't be al so, only Hadi al one,
speaki ng not as PAS representative,” he said.
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