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MAHATHI R DI SAPPO NTED W TH | PF' S DECI SI ON

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 11 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said he was di sappointed with the deci sion nade by the
Al'l - Mal aysi an I ndian Progressive Front (IPF) to reject the offers by the
Mal aysi an | ndi an Congress (M C) and the People's Progressive Party (PPP) to
join them

"I am di sappoi nted because we have a problemin not being able to
accept IPF into Barisan Nasional (BN) while we recognise |IPF as a staunch
supporter of BN," he told reporters after neeting nenbers of the Gaya and
Tanj ung Aru Umo divi sions, here.

Dr Mahathir was commenting on the decision made by | PF del egates who
voted to reject the offers fromboth the MC and PPP at their ninth general
assenbly held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre today.

O the total 2,950 del egates, the M C and PPP recei ved one vote each
while there were two spoilt votes.

The results of the votes was announced by |PF deputy president Dr
Har charan Si ngh at 4.20pm

"I was hoping they would either chose the MC or PPP...but look's like
their stance is being supported by a majority of |PF nenbers.

"The easy way to join BNis via the MC or PPP but it seens |ike they
are not interested...so we cannot do anything," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN chairman, however hoped | PF nenbers
will continue to support the struggles of the coalition.

"I hope they will support the BN from outside," he said.

Asked if IPF will be accepted to join the BN, the Prinme Mnister
said,"We can't because we have to go by consensus".

On his neeting with nenbers of the Gaya and Tanjung Aru Umo divi sions,
Dr Mahathir said he had briefed themon the inportance of cooperation and
support for |eaders fromother parties.

"Judging fromthe fact that Umo Sabah had no experience with Umo when
it was forned ...l amusing this opportunity to explain Umo's ideals and
how we attai ned success," he said.

He al so said Umo nenbers from both divisions also raised specific
i ssues including the lack of water and electricity supply in sonme areas.

"We di scussed and we found sone solutions,” he said.

Asked if the question of branch and division elections, to be held in
March, was di scussed, Dr Mahathir said,"No not directly, but | rem nded
themthat if there is a contest, the |losers nmust support the w nners.

On whether he was ready to neet with | eaders of the Malay Action Front
who recently organi sed a Mal ay awareness gathering, he said,"If they want

to see me, | want to know why..we don't want to nake it seemas if we were
going to fight the Chinese or sonmething like that.
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