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MAHATHI R ENDS VI SIT TO YEMEN

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mjid

SANA' A, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad w apped up
his four-day visit to Yemen today by visiting the historic Add Cty of
Sana' a acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.

The Prime Mnister toured the maze-Ilike alleyways full of col ourful
shops selling a wide variety of goods ranging fromthe traditional Yeneni
dagger worn proudly by Yeneni boys and nmen to door and w ndow franmes beside
a wide array of spices and material for the I adies.

Yenmeni s gathered at the gate of the Od Cty to catch a glinpse of Dr
Mahat hir gave him a round of appl ause as he began the short tour.

At one point, out of nowhere, a shopowner presented a replica of one of
Yenmen's fanous historial sites to Dr Siti Hasmah, nuch to her delight.

The couple also visited the National Art Centre and Manuscript Library
| ocated within the area.

The A d Gty maintains various gardens, nosques, open yards and
contai ns ancient houses built of dark basalt stone which are intricately
decor at ed.

Unesco has enlisted the place as a world heritage and declared it a
preserved town.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in Sana'a on Wdnesday evening, had a tight
programe in Yenen which, apart from Sana'a, took himto Aden and Seiyun in
Hadhr anmout provi nce.

On the second day of the visit, he held four-eyed talks with his Yeneni
counterpart Abdul Kader Ba Jammal before proceeding with the bil ateral
del egati on neeti ng.

The two governnents signed two nenoranda of understandi ng, one relating
to the setting up of the Mal aysi a- Yenren Joi nt Conmi ssion, and the other was
on cooperation and training for civil servants.

In addition, he called on Yeneni President Ali Abdul | ah Sall eh.

Dr Mahathir also attended a neeting and di al ogue session w th nenbers
of the Yeneni Shoura Council which is an advisory body to the governnent
conprising ulamas, intellectuals and nmenbers of the business comunity.

In Aden, he visited the Aden port and nmet with nenbers of the
Federati on of Yemeni Chanbers of Commerce and I ndustry.

Yesterday, he flewto the towmn of Seiyun and addressed a gathering of
Mal aysi an students and | ocal ulamas at Ta'arim

Dr Mahathir had to travel by helicopter to Ta' ari m because a fl ash
fl ood had bl ocked a portion of the road | eading to the town which resulted
in the convoy ferrying himand the Ml aysi an del egati on having to head back
to the airport.

Today, after touring the Ad Gty of Sana'a, Dr Mahathir held a nedia
conference before leaving for the airport for his flight to Uganda to
attend a di al ogue of cooperation anong African countries.
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