19 FEB 2001

MAHATHI R STARTS TWO- DAY VISI T TO SARAWAK ON FRI DAY

KUCHI NG Feb 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is schedul ed to make a two-day working visit to Sarawak starting
Friday, according to an itinerary made avail able by the state Information
Depart nment .

H's itinerary includes neeting Sarawak Bari san Nasi onal conponent
| eaders at the H lton here upon arrival.Dr Mahathir is BN chairman.

The ruling coalition in Sarawak conprises Parti Pesaka Bum putera
Bersatu (PBB), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sarawak (SUPP), Parti Bansa Dayak Sar awak
(PBDS) and Parti Kebangsaan Sarawak ( Snap).

Later in the afternoon, Dr Mahathir will open Malaysia's first
integrated circuit wafer foundry, 1st Silicon in the Sama Jaya industri al
zone here.

The foundry is a joint venture between the State Econom c Devel opnent
Corporation and Gernmany's Jenopti k AG involving an investnment of US$935
mllion (RVMB.55 billion).

On the second day, the prinme mnister will address and hold a di al ogue
with state and federal governnent officers at the Crowne Plaza Riverside
Hotel in the norning.

In the afternoon, he will neet Bum putera petty traders at Wsma Sunber
Alamin Petra Jaya.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to hold an airport press conference before
returning to Kual a Lunpur.
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