20 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Loans
MAHATHI R DENI ES MALAYSI A'S LOANS AMOUNTED TO RML TRI LLI ON

KOTA BAHARU, April 20 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today refuted the opposition's allegation that |oans taken
out by Ml aysia anounted to RML trillion.

Dr Mahathir said that the matter was raised in parlianment recently.

"I would like to know how they've cone up with such an anount. RML
trillion is equivalent to RML,000 billion...a very large figure," he told
reporters after launching the national-Ievel Ml aysian Unit Trust Wek 2001
here.

The governnment and the private sector had taken out |oans totaling not
nore than RMLOO billion, he said.

The prime mnister was asked to el aborate on his speech in which he
touched on the issue.

He said that the country was not facing any problemin making
repaynents for its |oans.

"There are times when we nake repaynents earlier than schedul ed,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that Malaysia's capability in managing its econony and
its loans had saved the country fromhaving to be indebted to others
including the International Mnetary Fund (I M) during the economc crisis.

Asked to comment on Malaysia's nove to tenporarily close down its
consul ate office in Pontianak | ast Tuesday due to possible threats to the
safety of its staff, Dr Mahathir said that the governnent would find out
why there were such threats against the Ml aysi an m ssion

The tenporary closure of the consulate office and evacuation of its 13
staff and fam |y nmenbers were conducted after having been informed of such
threats by the West Kalinmantan authorities.

Referred to the conments of the Ml aysi an Hunman Ri ghts Conmi ssi on
(Suhakanm) that there were in existence various restrictive |laws, the prine
mnister said: "That's their views. Wile certain groups try to exert their
freedom others will have to give up their freedont.

For instance, he said, street denonstrations would not only pose a
threat to the government but also to traders whose businesses woul d be
af f ect ed.

"The government al so needs to protect the freedom of these people. It
they wish to hold denmonstrations in the mddle of the ocean that's fine,"
he said.

Among the | aws nmentioned by Suhakam are the Internal Security Act 1960,
Sedition Act 1948, Oficial Secrets Act 1972, and the Universities and
Uni versity Coll eges Act 1971

Replying to a related question, Dr Mahathir said that the governnent
woul d study the call by Suhakam for permits to be issued for static
assenblies like in stadiuns, halls and private prem ses.

"I'n uphol di ng denocracy, it does not nmean that the people can do
everything they want. Like in one other country, the | eader was brought
down t hrough denonstrati ons.

"In this country, they do not wi sh to hold denonstrations in specified
pl aces but on the streets,” he said.

Asked to el aborate on his speech where he nentioned that Bum puteras
were slowin signing up for unit trust schemes conpared to other races, Dr
Mahathir said it was due to several factors including the fact they they
could not afford to do so, doubts over the schemes and their attitude in



al ways | ooking for quick returns.

"It seens as if they do not think of the future. They only think of the
present...to invest today and wanting to get their returns on the sanme
day, " he said.
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