05 JUuL 2001
MAHATHI R- CONVENTI ON
MAHATHI R SCI ENCE HAS A PLACE IN | SLAM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 5 (Bernama) -- There is a need to change the
perception that science has nothing to do with religion, especially Islam
said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

He said by considering and using science as part of religious
obligations, Mislinms would be innovative enough to find ways and neans of
protecting the umrah.

Dr Mahathir urged the Malays, who are also Muslins, to enphasise nore
on the study of science and have a nore inquisitive mnd

He was speaking at the Sci ence Convention 2001 organised by Institut
Ibnu Sina (11S), Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UM, at Seri Kenbangan
near here.

The Prime Mnister stressed that the role of science is inmportant for
the country's present and future devel opnent.

He noted that devel oped nations spent a | ot of nobney on research and
devel opnent (R&D).

As for devel oping countries, although they are unable to spend as much,
they could still carry out R& and get good results if the R&D is done
systematical ly.

During a dial ogue session with participants, who are nostly Mislim
scientists, the Prine Mnister said that the governnent will consider
providing the necessary allocations to conduct research on sciences.

Concerni ng grouses that allocations are inclined towards applied
sci ences rather than fundanmental ones, he said the governnment acted on the
proposal s gi ven.

On the need to set up nore national |aboratories to carry out
researches, he said he agreed that there should be nore | aboratories, but
t he proposal s nust also come fromthe scientists thensel ves.

Meanwhile, 11S UTM has subnitted a working paper underlining a strategy
that needs to be considered in order to devel op the Space Sci ence Studies
i n Mal aysi a.

The docunent was handed to the Prime Mnister during the convention

According to the working paper, the strategy with proposed expenses of
about RW4.0 mllion, will be inplenented in several phases in the next 10
years from 2001 to 2010.

Phase 1 (2001-2005) enphasises on the devel opment of human resources
and expertise via space science research, while Phase Il (2006-2010) will
focus application of expertise and experience in aerospace technol ogy,
construction, manufacturing and comuni cation

Phase 111 (2010-2020) is the nost inportant one, as it is expected that
by that tine, Malaysia will be ready with enough experts and human
resources to build, launch and control satellites to space for various
functions ranging fromcomercial to mlitary purposes.

Three fields of fundanental research to be inplenented in Phase 1 and
Il include atnospheric science, space physics and chenmistry and space
conmmuni cati on. The three fields proposed consist of 34 research projects.

A total of RMO million is needed to conplete the inplenentation of the
projects for a period of five years, while general purchase of specialised
equi prents cost RML9.0 mllion and the building of a space science research
| aboratory is at RML5.0 million. -- BERNAVA

SHO FR



	MAHATHIR: SCIENCE HAS A PLACE IN ISLAM (Bernama 01/07/2001)

